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ABSTRACT  
A random sample of 3,000 potential hunters was selected from among 2006 Illinois Habitat 
Stamp and hunting license purchasers.  An 11-page questionnaire was successfully mailed to 2,919 of 
the 3,000 individuals.  We received 1,767 returned questionnaires, 1,744 of which were usable, for a 
61% response rate.  License sales increased 1% from 280,000 sold for the 2005 season to 282,000 sold 
for the 2006 season.  Comparisons of harvest estimates from 2005-2006 season to 2006-2007 season 
suggest harvest decreased for 9 game animal categories (rabbit, quail, pheasant, dove, woodcock, gray 
partridge, raccoon, coyote, and opossum), and increased for 4 categories (fox squirrel, gray squirrel, 
red fox and gray fox).   Resident hunters reported little difficulty gaining access to hunting lands for all 
species pursued.  Few residents reported leasing land (6%) or hiring outfitters (1%) to access land.  
Few (7%) resident hunters hunted upland game species outside of Illinois.  Pheasant, quail and rabbits 
were most commonly pursued out of state.  Nearly ¾ (72%) of respondents hunted deer in Illinois 
during 2006-2007.  The type of deer most commonly harvested were does (44% of total harvest).  
More than 80% of respondents hunted on private land during all deer hunting seasons.  Few deer 
hunters (6%) leased land to hunt deer, however leasing appeared to increase harvest.  Resident deer 
hunters are willing to harvest adult deer of either sex, but are unwilling to harvest fawns.  A majority 
(78%) of resident deer hunters rated the quality of their deer hunt in Illinois average or better.  
 
OBJECTIVE 
To survey resident hunters (18-24 game hunting categories) annually to determine their 
activities and harvests in Illinois as well as their characteristics, attitudes and opinions toward specific 
wildlife issues. 
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METHODS 
A systematic, random sample of 3,000 addresses were selected from Illinois resident hunting 
license and state habitat stamp purchaser data (1,500 addresses of resident hunting license purchasers 
and 1,500 addresses of resident habitat stamp purchasers).  Methods for survey questionnaire mailings 
and follow-up reminders followed those of Miller et al. (1999).  Recipients were mailed a self-
administered, 11-page questionnaire (Appendix A), a cover letter (Appendix B) and postage-paid 
return envelope on 22 February, 2007.  A thank you/reminder postcard was sent to non-respondents on 
15 March, 2007 (Appendix C).  On 29 March, 2007, a second questionnaire, cover letter (Appendix D), 
and return envelope were mailed to non-respondents.  The second questionnaire was followed on 17 
April, 2007 with a postcard thank you/reminder.  Data were coded, entered, and analyzed using SPSS 
14.0 (SPSS Inc., Chicago, IL, USA).   
Estimates of the number of hunters ( spHunt ), days hunting ( spDays ), and harvest ( spHarv ) by 
species were made as follows: 
r
t
sp Huntn
LHunt = , 
r
t
sp Daysn
LDays = , 
=spHarv  rt Harvn
L , 
where tL = total number of resident hunting licenses sold in 2006-2007, n = number of respondents to 
2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest survey, rHunt = number of respondents to 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter 
Harvest survey who reported hunting for each species, rHarv = total harvest of each species reported 
by respondents to 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest survey, and rDays =total number of days spent 
hunting each species reported by respondents to 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest survey. 
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Estimated number of hunters, harvest and days hunting were used to calculate the percent of 
license holders pursuing each species ( spLic ), average daily ( dayspBag , ) and season bags ( seasonspBag , ), 
and average days hunting by species ( spDays ) as follows: 
100×=
t
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sp L
Hunt
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sp
daysp Days
Harv
Bag =, , 
sp
sp
seasonsp Hunt
Harv
Bag =, , 
sp
sp
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Days
Days = . 
Confidence intervals were also calculated for species harvests, hunters, and days hunting as 
follows: 
95% CI [ spHunt ] = n
pqLt2± ’ 
95% CI [ spDays ] = 
rHunt
s96.1± ’ 
95% CI [ spHarv ] = 


 −

±
t
rt
t L
HuntL
n
sL2 ’ 
where p = proportion of n who hunted referent species, q = (1-p), and s = standard deviation of 
seasonspBag , .  
A summary of survey results is presented in Appendix A.  Season dates, bag limits, and 
shooting hours for the 2006-2007 hunting seasons are presented in Appendix E, maps of wildlife 
management units and administrative regions in Illinois are presented in Appendices F and G. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Survey Response 
Of the original 3,000 surveys sent, 81 were undeliverable, leaving a usable sample of 2,919 
addresses.  A total of 1,767 respondents returned questionnaires, 1,744 of which were valid, for a 61% 
response rate.  Nearly all respondents were male (96%). Respondents had a mean age of 50 years (n = 
1,723, range: 9-76) as of October 1, 2006.  Respondents resided in all of the 102 counties in the state 
(Appendix H).  Most respondents (48%) currently reside in rural areas or small towns (26%).  Few 
hunters (17%) own a dog for upland game hunting.  
 
License Sales 
Resident hunting license sales for the 2006-2007 hunting seasons totaled 282,000 and 
represented a 1% increase from the 2005-2006 sales (Table 1).  Low license sales in 2005-2006 were 
hypothesized to result from a change to an electronic license sales system and were predicted to 
rebound in 2006-2007.  The small increase in license sales in 2006-2007 was not to the magnitude 
expected if 2005-2006 sales had been inaccurate.  It is likely, therefore, that low license sales in 2005-
2006 were not an anomaly and that the number of resident license purchasers is in fact decreasing to 
the lowest level on record (since 1938).   This trend deserves continued attention to monitor for 
potential bias due to the electronic licensing system and the effect of decreased license purchases on 
wildlife management programs and budgets. 
 A plurality (34%) of respondents purchased their Illinois hunting license or habitat stamp at a 
chain retail store such as Wal-mart or Dick’s Sporting Goods.  A nearly equal number (32%) used the 
IDNR website to purchase their license or stamp and 28% purchased their license or stamp at an 
independent retail store such as a local grocery or bait store.  Few respondents purchased licenses or 
stamps at IDNR central or regional offices (5%) or over the phone (0.2%).  Almost all respondents 
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(92%) purchased a license or stamp without problems.  Of the 8% of respondents who did report 
problems with purchase, most related to store staff lacking training to operate license sales equipment, 
IDNR website navigation and access problems, lack of knowledge of hunting regulations by 
individuals selling licenses, and machine malfunction in stores.   
 
Harvest 
Of the 1,744 respondents to the hunter harvest survey, 1,552 (89%) reported hunting in Illinois 
during the 2006-2007 season.  Harvest estimates represent game species harvested by Illinois resident 
hunters and do not include harvests by non-residents.  Including harvest by non-resident hunters, 
especially for species such as white-tailed deer and mourning doves,  may result in larger, but more 
accurate, estimates of total harvest.  Except for statewide estimates (Table 2), data for big game species 
(i.e., white-tailed deer and wild turkey) are not included in this report.  See Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) publications specific to these species for detailed information (e.g. Lischka 
et al. 2006). 
Statewide estimates of harvest for the 24 game animal categories included in this survey are 
presented in Table 2, and confidence intervals are provided for 13 of these categories in Table 3.  
Harvest estimates for these same 13 categories are summarized by wildlife management unit (WMU), 
administrative region, and year (1996 to 2006) in Tables 4-34.  Results suggest statewide harvest 
during the 2006-2007 season decreased from 2005-2006 levels for 9 game species:  rabbit, quail, 
pheasant, dove, gray partridge, woodcock, raccoon, coyote and opossum (Table 34).  Increases in 
harvest occurred for fox squirrel, gray squirrel, red fox and gray fox.   Sample size for several species 
(gray partridge, woodcock, snipe, rail, ground hog, raccoon, red fox, gray fox and opossum) was very 
small, and limits the confidence placed on estimates of harvest, effort and hunters for these species. 
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 A majority (80%) of resident hunters did not hunt on any controlled hunting areas or shooting 
preserves during the 2006-2007 hunting seasons.  Of the 20% of hunters who did hunt on these lands, 
most hunted for pheasants (n = 262), quail (n = 64) or doves (n = 44).  Estimated harvest and effort for 
controlled hunting areas is summarized in Table 35.    Resident hunters hunted in controlled hunting 
areas most commonly in Will, McHenry and Clinton counties (Table 36). 
 
Access to Hunting Land in Illinois 
Most (51%) resident hunters in Illinois hunt on land owned by a family member or friend.  
Despite the majority of hunters hunting on land owned by someone they know, many report difficulty 
finding a place to hunt in Illinois (Table 37).  This is especially true for upland game and waterfowl 
hunters, in which 59% and 55% of hunters, respectively, reported difficulty finding hunting land. Deer, 
small game and furbearer hunters reported the least difficulty finding places to hunt; 63% of deer, 61% 
of small game and 60% of furbearer hunters reported no difficulty finding hunting land.   
Few resident hunters (6%) leased land to hunt in Illinois.  Of those respondents who did report 
leasing land, deer (25%), turkeys (18%) and waterfowl (13%) were the most commonly pursued 
species on leased land.  Another 12% of respondents were able to hunt any species they liked on land 
they leased.  Hunters who leased land paid an average of $798 per person (n = 72, range: $0-$7,500) 
and $2,478 per party (n = 68, range:$0-$15,000) to lease hunting land.   
Nearly all resident hunters (99%) hunted without the assistance of an outfitter in Illinois.  Of the 
1% (n = 18) of hunters who did hire an outfitter, most used the outfitter to hunt deer (31%), upland 
game birds (24%) or waterfowl (24%).  Hunters who hired an outfitter paid an average of $302.65 (n = 
17, range: $0-$1,200) for services provided.   
Although many resident hunters do not report extreme difficulty accessing hunting land in 
Illinois, nearly half of hunters in all species groups reported some difficulty finding hunting land.  
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Challenges in land access appear not to have reached a point that leasing and outfitting have become 
common; however, total resident license sales have decreased over the past 10 years.  Resident hunters 
may be choosing not to hunt rather than pay to access hunting land in Illinois.  Continued and increased 
efforts to provide free access to public and private land in Illinois for hunting all species, but especially 
upland game and waterfowl, may discourage resident hunters from going out of state to hunt, dropping 
out of the hunting population and feeling dissatisfied with IDNR land management.    
 
Upland Game Hunting outside Illinois 
 In relation to issues of land access and maintaining Illinois’ population of hunters, we were 
interested in learning how many resident hunters hunt upland game outside of Illinois and why they do 
so.  Few (7%) respondents indicated hunting upland game outside Illinois.  Of those who did go out-of-
state to hunt upland game, most hunted in Wisconsin (20%), South Dakota (19%), Iowa (13%) or 
Missouri (11%; Table 38).  Hunters most frequently hunted pheasants (39%), quail (15%) and rabbits 
(13%) in other states.  A plurality of hunters (45%) hunted upland game in other states on private land 
on which they had permission to hunt.  Another 29% of respondents reported hunting on public land in 
other states.   
 Hunters gave several reasons for hunting upland game in states other than Illinois, with the 
most frequent being the expectation of harvesting more game (16%) and having access to larger upland 
populations (16%) in the state in which they hunted.  Hunters also reported having access to private 
hunting land (15%) and friends and family who hunt in the state they hunted (14%).  Habitat 
enhancement for increased populations and programs to allow access to private hunting lands in upland 
habitats may enhance opportunities in Illinois for hunters who may otherwise go out-of-state to hunt 
upland species. 
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Deer Hunting in Illinois 
 Of the 1,744 respondents to the 2006-2007 Hunter Harvest Survey, 72% hunted deer in Illinois 
during 2006-2007.   Respondents reported hunting deer in Illinois for an average of 20 years (n = 
1,249; range: 1-66 years).  In 2006-2007, resident hunters reported spending an average of $382 (n = 
1,119, range: $0-$20,000; Note: the least a resident hunter could have spent to hunt deer in Illinois was 
$18.50) to hunt deer for an average of 17 days (n =1,060, range: 1-100 days).  The average cost to hunt 
per day was $38 (n = 1,052, range: $0-$625).  Resident deer hunters hunted in all counties in Illinois, 
but most frequently hunted in JoDaviess (3.5%), Pike (3.1%) and Randolph (2.6%, Table 39) counties.   
 In 2006-2007, resident deer hunters hunted more days during the archery deer season than other 
seasons, but harvest was highest during the regular firearm season (Table 40).  Resident hunters 
harvested 0.7 deer/hunter (all seasons) in 2006-2007.  Harvest per hunter was highest during the 
regular firearm season (0.9 deer/hunter) and harvest per hunter was lowest during the late winter 
antlerless season (0.30 deer/hunter, Table 40).    Doe harvest was highest among all types of deer 
harvested (n =712), and harvest of doe fawns was lowest (n =123, Table 41).  Harvest of large bucks 
(with ≥4 antler points on one side) was highest during the regular firearm season (n = 256) and lowest 
during the muzzleloader only season (n = 14; Note: antlered deer were not legal to harvest during the 
late-winter antlerless season; Table 42).  Adult does were also harvested most during the regular 
firearm season (n =339), although the highest rate of doe harvest per hunter occurred during the 
archery season (0.38 does/hunter, Table 42).  Harvest of buck and doe fawns was low in all seasons.  
Resident deer hunters harvested female deer and antlerless deer more often than male deer and antlered 
deer in all seasons except the regular firearm season (Table 43).  Resident hunters harvested antlered 
deer nearly half as often as they harvested antlerless deer during the archery and muzzleloader seasons.   
 Resident deer hunters in Illinois reported hunting primarily on private lands during all deer 
hunting seasons (80% archery season, 88% regular firearm season, 94% muzzleloader only season and 
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93% late winter antlerless season; hunters who did not hunt during the given season were excluded).  
Most hunters reported having little difficulty finding a place to hunt deer in Illinois during the 2006-
2007 seasons (64% of archery, 66% of firearm, 64% of muzzleloader and 68% of late winter antlerless 
hunters reported no difficulty finding hunting land; hunters who did not hunt during the given season 
were excluded).  Resident hunters most frequently hunted on private land owned by a friend or family 
member (58%). 
 Few resident hunters (6%, n =74) reported leasing land to hunt deer in Illinois during 2006-
2007.  Of lessees, most paid for their lease in money (60%) or worked on the land or for the landowner 
(17%).  A plurality of leases (38%) lasted for the duration of all deer hunting seasons in 2006-2007.  
Leases allowed hunters access to an average of 238 acres of land (n = 72, range: 6-4,000 acres, Table 
44) and allowed access to an average of 6 hunters (n = 73, range:1-20 hunters, Table 45).  Lessees paid 
an average of $698 per person (n = 53, range: $0-$6,000) and $5,425 per party (n = 46, range: $0-
$150,000) to access leased hunting lands.  Many (54%) resident hunters would be unwilling to pay to 
lease hunting lands in the future, however, a sizeable portion of respondents (28%) were unsure if they 
would be willing to pay for access.  This may indicate that resident hunters are feeling pressure to lease 
land to gain access to desirable hunting areas in the state. 
 Leasing land appears to have some effect on harvest of deer (Table 46).  Whereas small sample 
sizes for hunters who leased land prevented statistical comparison, data indicate that hunters who 
leased land harvested deer at a higher rate than those who did not lease land.  This is especially 
apparent in harvest during the archery season and harvest of large bucks (≥4 antler points per side).  
Very few resident hunters (1%, n = 7) contracted with an outfitter to hunt deer in Illinois.  Of 
these hunters who did hire an outfitter, they paid an average of $583 (n = 3, range: $150-$1,200) for 
services.  Because of small sample sizes, comparisons between hunters who hired outfitters and those 
who did not were not possible.   
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Resident deer hunters are willing to harvest 1 or more adult deer of all sizes and sexes in Illinois 
(Table 47), however, they are far less willing to harvest buck or doe fawns.  A majority of respondents 
reported being willing to harvest 1 or more does (94%), large bucks (87% would harvest deer with ≥4 
antler points on one side), and small bucks (69% would harvest deer with <4 antler points on one side).  
In contrast, many respondents were unwilling to harvest buck fawns (58%) or doe fawns (46%).  
Reported willingness to harvest adult deer was borne out in reported harvest, as does made up the 
largest proportion of reported harvest (44%), followed by large bucks (25%) and small bucks (12%, 
Table 41).  Harvest rates of doe and buck fawns were higher than would be indicated by reported 
willingness to harvest, especially in comparison with harvest of small bucks. Hunters may be 
harvesting fawns later in hunting seasons when most opportunity has passed or they may have reported 
standards they do not adhere to in practice.   
Most respondents were willing to harvest a large buck (82%) or a doe (78%) at any time during 
their hunting season (Table 48).  Many hunters would allow more of their hunting opportunity to pass 
before harvesting a small buck, with 56% willing to harvest a small buck any time, and another 17% 
willing to harvest after up to 75% of their hunting opportunity had passed.  These results, as supported 
by reported harvest, indicate that resident deer hunters are contributing to deer management through 
willing harvest of adult does.  Additional information on the geographic distribution of this harvest 
may aid in future population management, especially in areas with high levels of deer-human 
interactions. 
Relatively few resident hunters (13%, n = 154) reported being subject to restrictions on the type 
of deer they could harvest, as imposed by the owner of the land on which they hunted.  Of those 
respondents who reported being subject to restrictions, most were prohibited from harvesting a small 
buck (30%), a buck fawn (23%), or a fawn of either sex (18%, Table 49).  In addition, 15% of 
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respondents were required to harvest a doe before they could harvest a buck.  Harvest restrictions were 
not tied to methods used to access hunting land, as only 7% of hunters who leased land were subject to 
restrictions, and 13% of those who did not lease land were subject to restrictions.   
Just over ¾ (78%) of resident deer hunters felt that the quality of their deer hunting experience 
in Illinois was average or above in 2006-2007.  Despite this stated satisfaction with the overall hunting 
experience, hunters were less satisfied with several aspects of deer hunting in Illinois.  Respondents 
were presented with a series of characteristics of deer hunting in Illinois and asked to rank the 
importance of these characteristics to the quality of their hunt in Illinois. Respondents were also asked 
to rank how their experience of these characteristics matched their expectations (performance).  Mean 
values for satisfaction with characteristics of the hunt and importance of those characteristics were 
calculated and were used to create an importance – performance table (Table 50). These results 
indicated low performance on all aspects considered, though several aspects had borderline 
(2.0< x <2.2) mean values for performance (i.e. opportunity to harvest deer, number of hunters seen).  
High importance, low performance aspects of deer hunting in Illinois included: number of deer seen, 
number of trophy deer seen, access to private hunting land, number of other hunters seen and the 
quality of the deer herd.  Low importance, low performance areas included: access to public hunting 
land, number of deer harvested, opportunity to harvest deer and opportunity to harvest trophy deer.  
Shifting effort away from low importance items to high importance items, to the extent possible, may 
increase overall satisfaction with deer hunting among resident hunters.  This shift may help make 
efficient use of limited resources for deer management. 
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TABLES AND FIGURES 
 
Table 1.  Number of resident hunting licenses purchased in Illinois, 1938-2006. 
 
Year 
Licenses 
(x 1,000)  Year 
Licenses 
(x 1,000) 
1938 294  1973 478 
1939 322  1974 470 
1940 297  1975 463 
1941 337  1976 458 
1942 309  1977 424 
1943 265  1978 389 
1944 308  1979   344 a 
1945 321  1980 337 
1946 423  1981 338 
1947 412  1982 328 
1948 451  1983 315 
1949 497  1984 310 
1950 481  1985 307 
1951 477  1986 311 
1952 493  1987 317 
1953 508  1988 323 
1954 506  1989 317 
1955 521  1990 330 
1956 553  1991 336 
1957 503  1992 317 
1958 502  1993 313 
1959 492  1994   326 b 
1960 471  1995 324 
1961 463  1996 316 
1962 473  1997 305 
1963 482  1998 301 
1964 474  1999 294 
1965 452  2000 290 
1966 470  2001 296 
1967 481  2002 289 
1968 399  2003 293 
1969 427  2004 300 
1970 448  2005 280 
1971 464  2006 282 
1972 446    
a Includes Sportsmen’s (combination hunting/fishing) licenses beginning in 1979. 
b Includes senior citizen (≥ 65 years) hunting licenses beginning in 1994. 
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Table 2.  Summary of statewide hunter participation, harvest, and days hunting for 24 species from the 2006-2007 Illinois 
Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 1,744). 
Average Bag Days Hunting 
Species n 
Total 
Estimated 
Hunters 
( spHunt ) 
Percent of 
License 
Salesa 
( spLic ) 
Daily 
(
dayspBag , ) 
Season 
( seasonspBag , ) 
Total 
Estimated 
Harvest 
( spHarv ) 
Average 
( spDays ) 
Total 
Estimated 
( spDays ) 
Rabbit 305 49,350 17.49% 1.13 5.43 267,782 4.81 237,525 
Quail 154 24,918 8.83% 1.48 7.95 198,207 5.38 133,972 
Pheasant 238 38,509 13.65% 0.72 3.08 118,763 4.26 164,067 
Dove 374 60,514 21.44% 5.81 24.07 1,456,542 4.14 250,631 
Gray Partridge 3 485 0.17% 0.50 1.33 647 2.67 1,294 
Woodcock 7 1,133 0.40% 0.25 0.43 485 1.71 1,942 
Snipe 3 485 0.17% 1.80 3.00 1,456 1.67 809 
Rail 2 324 0.11% 3.00 6.00 1,942 2.00 647 
Crow 39 6,310 2.24% 2.73 8.62 54,365 3.15 19,902 
Ground Hog 20 3,236 1.15% 0.56 4.30 13,915 7.70 24,918 
Fox Squirrel 342 55,336 19.61% 1.05 8.36 462,430 7.96 440,425 
Gray Squirrel 302 48,864 17.32% 1.52 13.42 655,945 8.80 430,070 
Turkey-Spring 543 87,858 31.14% 0.14 0.62 54,042 4.49 394,473 
Turkey-Fall Shotgun 100 16,180 5.73% 0.17 0.45 7,281 2.59 41,907 
Turkey-Fall Archery 157 25,403 9.00% 0.01 0.12 3,074 16.82 427,157 
Deer-Regular Firearm 1,013 163,905 58.08% 0.20 0.85 139,473 4.18 684,584 
Deer-Muzzleloader 206 33,331 11.81% 0.16 0.38 12,782 2.36 78,798 
Deer-Archery 676 109,378 38.76% 0.04 0.81 88,506 22.31 2,440,621 
Deer-Late winter 
antlerless 346 55,983 19.84% 0.14 0.30 16,827 2.11 118,277 
Raccoon 51 8,252 2.92% 1.19 12.20 100,641 10.27 84,784 
Red Fox 11 1,780 0.63% 0.19 0.91 1,618 4.82 8,576 
Gray Fox 4 647 0.23% 0.38 2.00 1,294 5.25 3,398 
Coyote 218 35,273 12.50% 0.24 1.71 60,190 7.21 254,191 
Opossum 10 1,618 0.57% 0.48 7.10 11,488 14.80 23,947 
a  Sum across species > 100% because many respondents reported hunting >1 species. 
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Table 3.  95% confidence intervals for estimates of number of  hunters, season bag and harvest, from the 2006-2007 Illinois 
Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 1,744). 
 
Species 
 
n Total Estimated Hunters 
Estimated Average 
Season Bag  Total Estimated Harvest 
Rabbit 305 49,350 ± 5,134 5.43 ± 1.10 267,782 ± 61,693 
Quail 154 24,918 ± 3,834 7.95 ± 3.64 198,207 ± 96,978 
Pheasant 238 38,509 ± 4,639 3.08 ± 0.49 118,763 ± 24,035 
Dove 374 60,514 ± 5,547 24.07 ± 2.96 1,456,542 ± 225,791 
Gray Partridge 4 485 ± 560 1.33 ± 1.30  647 ± 811 
Woodcock 7 1,133 ± 854 0.43 ± 0.84 485 ± 946 
Fox Squirrel 342 55,336 ± 5,366 8.36 ± 1.25 462,430 ± 83,551 
Gray Squirrel 302 48,864 ± 5,114 13.42 ± 2.31 655,945 ± 133,916 
Raccoon 51 8,252 ± 2,277 12.20 ± 4.34 100,641 ± 45,534 
Red Fox 11 1,780 ± 1,070 0.91 ± 0.86 1,618 ± 1,757 
Gray Fox 4 647 ± 646 2.00 ± 3.92 1,294 ± 2,568 
Coyote 218 35,273 ± 4,469 1.71 ± 0.62 60,190 ± 23,631 
Opossum 10 1,618 ± 1,020 7.10 ± 5.24 11,488 ± 10,946 
 
 
Table 4.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for rabbits by Wildlife Management Unit in Illinois, from the 2006-
2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 305). 
 
  Wildlife  Estimated Percent     Estimated Estimated 
Management  Number of of      Average Bag Total Days 
Units n Hunters Hunters Daily Season Harvest Afield 
Northwest Hills 24 3,883 7.87 1.69 7.58 29,448 17,475 
Northeast Moraine 13 2,103 4.26 0.40 2.08 4,369 10,841 
Mississippi Border-North 12 1,942 3.93 1.29 4.50 8,737 6,796 
Mississippi Border-South 43 6,957 14.10 1.18 5.12 35,596 30,257 
Western Prairie/Forest 33 5,339 10.82 1.43 5.94 31,713 22,167 
Central Sand Prairie 9 1,456 2.95 1.54 8.56 12,459 8,090 
Grand Prairie 86 13,915 28.20 1.09 5.51 76,694 70,060 
Southern Plain 63 10,194 20.66 1.04 5.37 54,689 52,747 
Wabash Border 15 2,427 4.92 0.81 4.40 10,679 13,106 
Shawnee Hills 7 1,133 2.30 0.57 3.00 3,398 5,987 
Unknown -  - - - - - 
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Table 5.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for quail by Wildlife Management Unit in Illinois , from the 2006-
2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 154). 
 
Wildlife  Estimated Percent     Estimated Estimated 
Management  Number of of      Average Bag Total Days 
Units n Hunters Hunters Daily Season Harvest Afield 
Northwest Hills 5 809 3.25 0.56 1.80 1,456 2,589 
Northeast Moraine 2 324 1.30 3.50 7.00 2,265 647 
Mississippi Border-North 12 1,942 7.79 1.18 6.00 11,650 9,870 
Mississippi Border-South 26 4,207 16.88 2.70 9.35 39,318 14,562 
Western Prairie/Forest 13 2,103 8.44 0.83 2.69 5,663 6,796 
Central Sand Prairie 11 1,780 7.14 0.46 2.00 3,560 7,766 
Grand Prairie 29 4,692 18.83 1.10 6.86 32,199 29,286 
Southern Plain 41 6,634 26.62 1.71 11.88 78,798 46,114 
Wabash Border 12 1,942 7.79 0.89 5.67 11,003 12,297 
Shawnee Hills 3 485 1.95 3.04 25.33 12,297 4,045 
Unknown - - - - - - - 
 
 
Table 6.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for pheasants by Wildlife Management Unit in Illinois , from the 
2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n =238). 
 
Wildlife  Estimated Percent     Estimated Estimated 
Management  Number of of      Average Bag Total Days 
Units n Hunters Hunters Daily Season Harvest Afield 
Northwest Hills 37 5,987 15.55 0.74 3.05 18,284 24,756 
Northeast Moraine 21 3,398 8.82 0.92 4.10 13,915 15,048 
Mississippi Border-North 9 1,456 3.78 0.44 1.33 1,942 4,369 
Mississippi Border-South - - - - - - - 
Western Prairie/Forest 6 971 2.52 0.39 1.17 1,133 2,912 
Central Sand Prairie 19 3,074 7.98 0.94 2.68 8,252 8,737 
Grand Prairie 133 21,520 55.88 0.70 3.29 70,869 101,450 
Southern Plain 11 1,780 4.62 0.54 1.91 3,398 6,310 
Wabash Border 2 324 0.84 2.00 3.00 971 485 
Shawnee Hills - - - - - - - 
Unknown - - - - - - - 
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Table 7.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for doves by Wildlife Management Unit in Illinois , from the 2006-
2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 374). 
 
Wildlife  Estimated Percent     Estimated Estimated 
Management  Number of of      Average Bag Total Days 
Units n Hunters Hunters Daily Season Harvest Afield 
Northwest Hills 9 1,456 2.41 7.97 27.44 39,965 5,016 
Northeast Moraine 22 3,560 5.88 3.74 14.27 50,806 13,591 
Mississippi Border-North 20 3,236 5.35 5.93 26.70 86,402 14,562 
Mississippi Border-South 68 11,003 18.18 6.01 28.28 311,145 51,777 
Western Prairie/Forest 31 5,016 8.29 5.55 20.94 105,009 18,931 
Central Sand Prairie 24 3,883 6.42 8.19 36.50 141,739 17,313 
Grand Prairie 108 17,475 28.88 5.65 24.17 422,303 74,753 
Southern Plain 71 11,488 18.98 5.74 19.82 227,655 39,641 
Wabash Border 13 2,103 3.48 4.66 22.92 48,217 10,355 
Shawnee Hills 5 809 1.34 4.65 18.60 15,048 3,236 
Unknown 3 485 0.80 5.67 17.00 8,252 1,456 
 
 
Table 8.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for gray partridge by Wildlife Management Unit in Illinois , from the 
2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n =3). 
 
Wildlife  Estimated Percent     Estimated Estimated 
Management  Number of of      Average Bag Total Days 
Units n Hunters Hunters Daily Season Harvest Afield 
Northwest Hills 1 162 0.27 0.00 0.00 0 809 
Northeast Moraine 1 162 0.27 0.01 2.00 324 162 
Mississippi Border-North - - - - - - - 
Mississippi Border-South - - - - - - - 
Western Prairie/Forest - - - - - - - 
Central Sand Prairie - - - - - - - 
Grand Prairie 1 162 0.27 0.01 2.00 324 324 
Southern Plain - - - - - - - 
Wabash Border - - - - - - - 
Shawnee Hills - - - - - - - 
Unknown - - - - - - - 
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Table 9.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for woodcock by Wildlife Management Unit in Illinois , from the 
2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 7). 
 
Wildlife  Estimated Percent     Estimated Estimated 
Management  Number of of      Average Bag Total Days 
Units n Hunters Hunters Daily Season Harvest Afield 
Northwest Hills - - - - - - - 
Northeast Moraine - - - - - - - 
Mississippi Border-North - - - - - - - 
Mississippi Border-South - - - - - - - 
Western Prairie/Forest 1 162 14.29 0.00 0.00 0 485 
Central Sand Prairie - - - - - - - 
Grand Prairie 1 162 14.29 0.00 0.00 0 324 
Southern Plain 2 324 28.57 0.00 0.00 0 324 
Wabash Border 1 162 14.29 1.50 3.00 485 324 
Shawnee Hills 1 162 14.29 0.00 0.00 0 162 
Unknown 1 162 14.29 0.00 0.00 0 324 
 
Table 10.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for fox squirrel by Wildlife Management Unit in Illinois , from the 
2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 342). 
 
Wildlife  Estimated Percent     Estimated Estimated 
Management  Number of of      Average Bag Total Days 
Units n Hunters Hunters Daily Season Harvest Afield 
Northwest Hills 19 3,074 5.56 0.79 5.05 15,533 19,578 
Northeast Moraine 4 647 1.17 0.38 3.25 2,103 5,501 
Mississippi Border-North 12 1,942 3.51 0.94 7.25 14,077 15,048 
Mississippi Border-South 58 9,385 16.96 0.65 5.47 51,291 79,445 
Western Prairie/Forest 45 7,281 13.16 1.37 7.13 51,938 37,862 
Central Sand Prairie 14 2,265 4.09 1.56 9.14 20,711 13,268 
Grand Prairie 86 13,915 25.15 1.17 10.15 141,253 120,219 
Southern Plain 67 10,841 19.59 1.14 10.34 112,129 98,699 
Wabash Border 20 3,236 5.85 1.17 9.35 30,257 25,888 
Shawnee Hills 15 2,427 4.39 0.88 8.53 20,711 23,623 
Unknown 2 324 0.58 1.88 7.50 2,427 1,294 
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Table 11.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for gray squirrels by Wildlife Management Unit in Illinois , from 
the 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 302). 
 
Wildlife  Estimated Percent     Estimated Estimated 
Management  Number of of      Average Bag Total Days 
Units n Hunters Hunters Daily Season Harvest Afield 
Northwest Hills 15 2,427 4.97 0.82 6.33 15,371 18,769 
Northeast Moraine 10 1,618 3.31 1.43 12.90 20,872 14,562 
Mississippi Border-North 11 1,780 3.64 1.23 9.36 16,666 13,591 
Mississippi Border-South 58 9,385 19.21 1.41 12.41 116,497 82,357 
Western Prairie/Forest 29 4,692 9.60 1.23 12.38 58,087 47,084 
Central Sand Prairie 4 647 1.32 0.85 4.25 2,751 3,236 
Grand Prairie 52 8,414 17.22 1.10 9.02 75,885 68,928 
Southern Plain 82 13,268 27.15 1.80 15.72 208,563 116,012 
Wabash Border 14 2,265 4.64 1.59 17.71 40,127 25,241 
Shawnee Hills 24 3,883 7.95 2.56 25.96 100,803 39,318 
Unknown 3 485 0.99 0.33 0.67 324 971 
 
Table 12.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for raccoons by Wildlife Management Unit in Illinois , from the 
2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 51). 
 
Wildlife  Estimated Percent     Estimated Estimated 
Management  Number of of      Average Bag Total Days 
Units n Hunters Hunters Daily Season Harvest Afield 
Northwest Hills 10 1,618 19.61 1.04 9.50 15,371 14,724 
Northeast Moraine 1 162 1.96 0.50 1.00 162 324 
Mississippi Border-North 7 1,133 13.73 1.90 8.14 9,223 4,854 
Mississippi Border-South 3 485 5.88 1.70 5.67 2,751 1,618 
Western Prairie/Forest 4 647 7.84 2.55 12.75 8,252 3,236 
Central Sand Prairie 1 162 1.96 0.00 0.00 - 162 
Grand Prairie 12 1,942 23.53 1.23 8.92 17,313 14,077 
Southern Plain 12 1,942 23.53 1.05 24.42 47,408 45,143 
Wabash Border - - - - - - - 
Shawnee Hills 1 162 1.96 0.25 1.00 162 647 
Unknown - - - - - - - 
 
  21
Table 13.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for red fox by Wildlife Management Unit in Illinois , from the 
2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 11). 
 
Wildlife  Estimated Percent     Estimated Estimated 
Management  Number of of      Average Bag Total Days 
Units n Hunters Hunters Daily Season Harvest Afield 
Northwest Hills 1 162 9.09 0.00 0.00 0 2,427 
Northeast Moraine - - - - - - - 
Mississippi Border-North 2 324 18.18 1.00 2.00 647 647 
Mississippi Border-South - - - - - - - 
Western Prairie/Forest - - - - - - - 
Central Sand Prairie 2 324 18.18 0.00 0.00 0 809 
Grand Prairie 3 485 27.27 0.42 1.67 809 1,942 
Southern Plain 2 324 18.18 0.08 0.50 162 2,103 
Wabash Border - - - - - - - 
Shawnee Hills - - - - - - - 
Unknown 1 162 9.09 0.00 0.00 0 647 
 
 
Table 14. Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for gray fox by Wildlife Management Unit in Illinois , from the 
2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 4). 
 
Wildlife  Estimated Percent     Estimated Estimated 
Management  Number of of      Average Bag Total Days 
Units n Hunters Hunters Daily Season Harvest Afield 
Northwest Hills - - - - - - - 
Northeast Moraine - - - - - - - 
Mississippi Border-North - - - - - - - 
Mississippi Border-South - - - - - - - 
Western Prairie/Forest - - - - - - - 
Central Sand Prairie 1 162 25.00 0.00 0.00 0 162 
Grand Prairie 1 162 25.00 1.33 8.00 1,294 971 
Southern Plain 1 162 25.00 0.00 0.00 0 1,618 
Wabash Border - - - - - - - 
Shawnee Hills - - - - - - - 
Unknown 1 162 25.00 0.00 0.00 0 647 
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Table 15.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for coyote by Wildlife Management Unit in Illinois , from the 2006-
2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 218). 
 
Wildlife  Estimated Percent     Estimated Estimated 
Management  Number of of      Average Bag Total Days 
Units n Hunters Hunters Daily Season Harvest Afield 
Northwest Hills 26 4,207 11.93 0.16 1.31 5,501 35,111 
Northeast Moraine 15 2,427 6.88 0.09 0.93 2,265 25,888 
Mississippi Border-North 18 2,912 8.26 0.30 2.56 7,443 24,594 
Mississippi Border-South 24 3,883 11.01 0.34 3.25 12,621 37,053 
Western Prairie/Forest 28 4,530 12.84 0.19 1.25 5,663 30,257 
Central Sand Prairie 7 1,133 3.21 0.94 4.71 5,339 5,663 
Grand Prairie 59 9,546 27.06 0.21 1.34 12,782 60,190 
Southern Plain 25 4,045 11.47 0.24 1.40 5,663 23,947 
Wabash Border 9 1,456 4.13 0.22 1.11 1,618 7,281 
Shawnee Hills 3 485 1.38 0.80 2.67 1,294 1,618 
Unknown 4 647 1.83 0.00 0.00 0 2,589 
 
 
Table 16.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for opossum by Wildlife Management Unit in Illinois , from the 
2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 10). 
 
Wildlife  Estimated Percent     Estimated Estimated 
Management  Number of of      Average Bag Total Days 
Units n Hunters Hunters Daily Season Harvest Afield 
Northwest Hills 1 162 10.00 0.00 0.00 0 3,236 
Northeast Moraine - - - - - - - 
Mississippi Border-North 2 324 20.00 2.00 13.00 4,207 2,103 
Mississippi Border-South 1 162 10.00 0.33 1.00 162 485 
Western Prairie/Forest - - - - - - - 
Central Sand Prairie - - - - - - - 
Grand Prairie 3 485 30.00 0.89 2.67 1,294 1,456 
Southern Plain 3 485 30.00 0.35 12.00 5,825 16,666 
Wabash Border - - - - - - - 
Shawnee Hills -       
Unknown - - - - - - - 
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Table 17.  Percent change in harvest from 2005 to 2006 in Wildlife Management Units for selected species, from the 2006-
2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey. 
 
Wildlife  
Management 
Unit Rabbit Quail Pheasant 
Fox 
Squirrel 
Gray 
Squirrel Dove Raccoon 
Red 
Fox 
Gray 
Fox Coyote 
Northwest 
Hills -12 -45 -4 -30 -11 -47 -15 --- --- -47 
Northeast 
Moraine 12 -71 95 4 1121 8 --- --- --- 1361 
Mississippi 
Border-North -56 -74 56 -64 -52 5 -88 --- --- -49 
Mississippi 
Border-South -45 -34 --- -44 -24 -6 -86 -100 --- 62 
Western 
Prairie Forest -17 -42 -79 1 48 30 -80 --- --- -53 
Central Sand 
Prairie 473 664 121 184 -34 287 --- --- --- 19 
Grand Prairie -15 49 -32 44 74 -13 -58 4 --- -65 
Southern 
Plain 85 23 -47 88 93 6 146 5 --- -81 
Wabash 
Border -28 -67 212 143 291 -49 -100 --- --- -81 
Shawnee 
Hills -77 560 --- 50 122 -51 -97 --- --- -41 
Note:  For Red and Gray fox, percentage change could not be calculated in certain WMUs due to no harvest in 2005 in 
those units.  
 
  24
Table 18.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for rabbit by Administrative Region in Illinois, from the 2006-2007 
Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n=305). 
 
Average Bag Administrative 
Region n 
Estimated 
Number of 
Hunters 
Percent 
of 
Hunters Daily Season 
Estimated Total 
Harvest 
Estimated 
Days Afield 
Region 1 78 12,621 25.57 1.29 5.21 65,692 50,806 
Region 2 26 4,207 8.52 0.58 3.31 13,915 23,947 
Region 3 41 6,634 13.44 1.28 6.54 43,363 33,817 
Region 4 97 15,695 31.80 1.26 5.64 88,506 70,384 
Region 5 63 10,194 20.66 0.96 5.52 56,307 58,572 
 
Table 19.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for quail by Administrative Region in Illinois , from the 2006-2007 
Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n=154). 
 
Average Bag  
Administrative 
Region n 
Estimated 
Number of 
Hunters 
Percent 
of 
Hunters Daily Season 
Estimated Total 
Harvest 
Estimated 
Days Afield 
Region 1 32 5,178 20.78 0.75 3.03 15,695 20,872 
Region 2 6 971 3.90 0.90 8.67 8,414 9,385 
Region 3 13 2,103 8.44 1.80 9.69 20,387 11,326 
Region 4 66 10,679 42.86 1.48 6.38 68,119 45,952 
Region 5 37 5,987 24.03 1.84 14.30 85,593 46,437 
 
Table 20. Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for pheasant by Administrative Region in Illinois , from the 2006-
2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 238). 
   
Average Bag Administrative 
Region n 
Estimated 
Number of 
Hunters 
Percent 
of 
Hunters Daily Season 
Estimated Total 
Harvest 
Estimated 
Days Afield 
Region 1 83 13,430 34.87 0.73 2.65 35,596 48,541 
Region 2 51 8,252 21.43 0.90 3.80 31,390 34,949 
Region 3 66 10,679 27.73 0.62 3.52 37,538 60,190 
Region 4 33 5,339 13.87 0.64 2.24 11,973 18,607 
Region 5 5 809 2.10 1.27 2.80 2,265 1,780 
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Table  21.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for doves by Administrative Region in Illinois , from the 2006-
2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey  (n = 374). 
 
Average Bag Administrative 
Region n 
Estimated 
Number of 
Hunters 
Percent 
of 
Hunters Daily Season 
Estimated Total 
Harvest 
Estimated 
Days Afield 
Region 1 63 10,194 16.84 5.75 24.46 249,337 43,363 
Region 2 42 6,796 11.23 4.30 17.71 120,381 27,992 
Region 3 48 7,766 12.83 4.89 21.29 165,362 33,817 
Region 4 149 24,108 39.84 6.72 29.92 721,313 107,275 
Region 5 69 11,164 18.45 5.22 17.19 191,897 36,729 
Unknown 3 485 0.80 5.67 17.00 8,252 1,456 
 
Table  22.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for gray partridge by Administrative Region in Illinois , from the 
2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey  (n = 3). 
 
Average Bag Administrative 
Region n 
Estimated 
Number of 
Hunters 
Percent 
of 
Hunters Daily Season 
Estimated Total 
Harvest 
Estimated 
Days Afield 
Region 1 1 162 0.27 0.00 0.00 0 809 
Region 2 2 324 0.53 1.33 2.00 647 485 
Region 3 - - - - - - - 
Region 4 - - - - - - - 
Region 5 - - - - - - - 
 
 
Table 23.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for woodcock by Administrative Region in Illinois , from the 2006-
2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 7). 
 
Average Bag Administrative 
Region n 
Estimated 
Number of 
Hunters 
Percent 
of 
Hunters Daily Season 
Estimated Total 
Harvest 
Estimated 
Days Afield 
Region 1 1 162 14.29 0.00 0.00 0 485 
Region 2 1 162 14.29 0.00 0.00 0 324 
Region 3 - - - - - - - 
Region 4 - - - - - - - 
Region 5 4 647 57.14 0.60 0.75 485 809 
Unknown 1 162 14.29 0.00 0.00 0 324 
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Table 24.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for fox squirrels by Administrative Region in Illinois , from the 
2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey  (n = 342). 
 
Average Bag Administrative 
Region n 
Estimated 
Number of 
Hunters 
Percent 
of 
Hunters Daily Season 
Estimated Total 
Harvest 
Estimated 
Days Afield 
Region 1 66 10,679 19.30 0.94 6.79 72,487 77,018 
Region 2 16 2,589 4.68 0.81 6.75 17,475 21,520 
Region 3 41 6,634 11.99 1.38 8.17 54,204 39,156 
Region 4 133 21,520 38.89 1.07 8.55 183,969 171,672 
Region 5 84 13,591 24.56 1.02 9.70 131,869 129,765 
Unknown 2 324 0.58 1.88 7.50 2,427 1,294 
 
Table 25.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for gray squirrel by Administrative Region in Illinois , from the 
2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 302). 
  
Average Bag Administrative 
Region n 
Estimated 
Number of 
Hunters 
Percent 
of 
Hunters Daily Season 
Estimated Total 
Harvest 
Estimated 
Days Afield 
Region 1 34 5,501 11.26 0.84 5.97 32,846 39,318 
Region 2 22 3,560 7.28 1.24 12.23 43,525 35,111 
Region 3 30 4,854 9.93 1.31 8.87 43,039 32,846 
Region 4 113 18,284 37.42 1.43 12.92 236,231 164,714 
Region 5 100 16,180 33.11 1.91 18.54 299,981 157,110 
Unknown 3 485 0.99 0.33 0.67 324 971 
 
 
Table 26. Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for raccoon by Administrative Region in Illinois , from the 2006-
2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey  (n = 51). 
 
Average Bag Administrative 
Region n 
Estimated 
Number of 
Hunters 
Percent 
of 
Hunters Daily Season 
Estimated Total 
Harvest 
Estimated 
Days Afield 
Region 1 17 2,751 33.33 1.32 9.47 26,050 19,740 
Region 2 2 324 3.92 0.00 0.00 162 485 
Region 3 8 1,294 15.69 1.67 12.13 15,695 9,385 
Region 4 12 1,942 23.53 1.25 6.58 12,782 10,194 
Region 5 12 1,942 23.53 1.02 23.67 45,952 44,981 
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Table  27.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for red fox by Administrative Region in Illinois , from the 2006-
2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 11). 
 
Average Bag Administrative 
Region n 
Estimated 
Number of 
Hunters 
Percent 
of 
Hunters Daily Season 
Estimated Total 
Harvest 
Estimated 
Days Afield 
Region 1 3 485 27.27 0.00 0.00 0 3,398 
Region 2 - - - - - - - 
Region 3 1 162 9.09 0.40 2.00 324 809 
Region 4 4 647 36.36 0.70 1.75 1,133 1,618 
Region 5 2 324 18.18 0.08 0.50 162 2,103 
Unknown 1 162 9.09 0.00 0.00 0 647 
 
Table 28.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for gray fox by Administrative Region in Illinois , from the 2006-
2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey  (n = 4). 
 
Average Bag Administrative 
Region n 
Estimated 
Number of 
Hunters 
Percent 
of 
Hunters Daily Season 
Estimated Total 
Harvest 
Estimated 
Days Afield 
Region 1 1 162 25.00 0.00 0.00 0 162 
Region 2 - - - - - - - 
Region 3 1 162 25.00 1.33 8.00 1294 971 
Region 4 - - - - - - - 
Region 5 1 162 25.00 0.00 0.00 0 1,618 
Unknown 1 162 25.00 0.00 0.00 0 647 
 
 
Table  29.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for coyote by Administrative Region in Illinois, from the 2006-
2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey  (n = 218). 
 
Average Bag Administrative 
Region n 
Estimated 
Number of 
Hunters 
Percent 
of 
Hunters Daily Season 
Estimated Total 
Harvest 
Estimated 
Days Afield 
Region 1 78 12,621 35.78 0.21 1.51 19,093 92,713 
Region 2 26 4,207 11.93 0.12 1.19 5,016 40,612 
Region 3 26 4,207 11.93 0.37 1.77 7,443 20,063 
Region 4 54 8,737 24.77 0.30 2.52 22,005 73,135 
Region 5 30 4,854 13.76 0.26 1.37 6,634 25,079 
Unknown 4 647 1.83 0.00 0.00 0 2,589 
  28
Table  30.  Summary of 2006 hunting effort and harvest for opossum by Administrative Region in Illinois, from the 2006-
2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 10). 
 
Average Bag Administrative 
Region n 
Estimated 
Number of 
Hunters 
Percent 
of 
Hunters Daily Season 
Estimated Total 
Harvest 
Estimated 
Days Afield 
Region 1 1 162 10.00 0.00 0.00 0 3,236 
Region 2 - - - - - - - 
Region 3 2  324 20.00 0.57 2.00 647 1,133 
Region 4 5 809 50.00 1.76 7.40 5,987 3,398 
Region 5 2 324 20.00 0.30 15.00 4,854 16,180 
 
 
Table 31.  Percent change in harvest from 2005 to 2006 in Administrative Regions for selected species. 
Administrative 
Regions Rabbit Quail Pheasant 
Fox 
Squirrel 
Gray 
Squirrel Dove Raccoon 
Red 
Fox 
Gray 
Fox Coyote 
Region 1 -4 -15 -26 -1 -35 9 -37 --- --- 9 
Region 2 -5 -10 -6 39 1768 -1 --- --- --- 47 
Region 3 -17 80 -12 7 57 -26 3 -48 --- -73 
Region 4 -34 -43 -43 -5 -4 13 -91 264 --- -46 
Region 5 37 -1 22 99 129 -28 76 5 --- -82 
Note:  Percentage change could not be calculated in certain regions due to no harvest in 2005 in those regions.  
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Table 32.  Distribution of hunting effort and harvest among resident Illinois hunters in 2006, from the 2006-2007 Illinois 
Hunter Harvest Survey. 
 
 Days Hunting Animals Harvested 
 Range Percent of Hunters Range Percent of Hunters 
RABBIT     
 ---  0 21.0 
 1-5 77.0 1-5 52.8 
 6-10 14.1 6-10 15.7 
 11-14   1.7 11-14   3.6 
 15-19   2.3 15-19   1.7 
 20-24   2.6 20-24   1.3 
 25+   2.3 25+   3.9 
QUAIL     
 ---  0 37.7 
 1-5 74.0 1-5 33.7 
 6-10 15.6 6-10 15.0 
 11-14   2.0 11-14   2.6 
 15-19   0.0 15-19   3.9 
 20-24   4.5 20-24   1.3 
 25+   3.9 25+   5.8 
PHEASANT     
 ---  0 23.9 
 1-5 76.5 1-5 60.1 
 6-10 17.2 6-10 11.8 
 11-14   2.5 11-14   1.3 
 15-19   1.7 15-19   2.1 
 20-24   0.4 20-24   0.4 
 25+   1.7 25+   0.4 
DOVE     
 ---  0  8.6 
 1-5 78.3 1-5 10.7 
 6-10 16.9 6-10 17.3 
 11-14 0.8 11-14   7.3 
 15-19 1.6 15-19 13.6 
 20-24 1.3 20-24   5.9 
 25+ 1.1 25+ 36.6 
GRAY PARTRIDGE     
 ---  0 33.3 
 1-5 100 1-5 66.7 
 6-10 --- 6-10 --- 
 11-14 --- 11-14 --- 
 15-19 --- 15-19 --- 
 20-24 --- 20-24 --- 
 25+ --- 25+ --- 
WOODCOCK     
 ---  0 85.7 
 1-5 100.0 1-5 14.3 
 6-10   --- 6-10 --- 
 11-14   --- 11-14 --- 
 15-19   --- 15-19 --- 
 20-24   --- 20-24 --- 
 25+   --- 25+ --- 
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Table 32 – continued. 
 Days Hunting Animals Harvested 
 Range Percent of Hunters Range Percent of Hunters 
FOX SQUIRREL     
 ---  0 11.4 
 1-5 61.1 1-5 44.7 
 6-10 18.7 6-10 20.8 
 11-14   4.7 11-14   5.3 
 15-19   4.1 15-19   7.9 
 20-24   5.2 20-24   2.9 
 25+   5.6 25+   7.0 
GRAY SQUIRREL     
 ---  0 10.9 
 1-5 55.3 1-5 35.5 
 6-10 21.5 6-10 18.8 
 11-14   4.0 11-14   7.0 
 15-19   5.6 15-19   5.6 
 20-24   6.0 20-24   6.3 
 25+   7.6 25+  15.9 
RACCOON     
 ---  0 11.8 
 1-5 64.7 1-5 41.1 
 6-10 15.7 6-10   9.8 
 11-14   2.0 11-14   4.0 
 15-19   --- 15-19   9.8 
 20-24   5.8 20-24   7.8 
 25+ 11.8 25+ 15.7 
RED FOX     
 ---  0 63.6 
 1-5 81.8 1-5 36.4 
 6-10   9.1 6-10 --- 
 11-14  --- 11-14 --- 
 15-19  9.1 15-19 --- 
 20-24   --- 20-24 --- 
 25+   --- 25+ --- 
GRAY FOX     
 ---  0 75.0 
 1-5 50.0 1-5 --- 
 6-10 50.0 6-10 25.0 
 11-14  --- 11-14 --- 
 15-19  --- 15-19 --- 
 20-24   --- 20-24 --- 
 25+   --- 25+ --- 
COYOTE     
 ---  0 47.7 
 1-5 67.4 1-5 45.9 
 6-10 19.3 6-10   4.1 
 11-14   1.8 11-14   0.9 
 15-19   3.7 15-19   0.5 
 20-24   3.7 20-24   --- 
 25+   4.1 25+   0.9 
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Table 32 - continued. 
 Days Hunting Animals Harvested 
 Range Percent of Hunters Range Percent of Hunters 
OPOSSUM     
 ---  0 10.0 
 1-5 60.0 1-5 50.0 
 6-10 20.0 6-10  20.0 
 11-14  --- 11-14  --- 
 15-19  --- 15-19   --- 
 20-24 10.0 20-24  10.0 
 25+ 10.0 25+  10.0 
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Table 33.  Statewide estimates of effort, harvest and days hunting by species for resident Illinois hunters, 1996-2006. 
Species and 
Seasons 
Estimated 
Total 
Hunters 
Average 
Daily  
Bag 
Average 
Season Bag 
Estimated 
Total 
Harvest 
Average 
Days 
Hunting 
Estimated 
Total Days 
Hunting 
RABBIT 
1996 109,758 0.94 4.75 521,424 5.08 557,535 
1997 102,842 1.02 5.35 550,602 5.22 536,802 
1998 98,190 1.07 6.20 608,878 5.78 567,079 
1999 86,826 0.96 4.73 411,040 4.93 427,787 
2000 88,461 1.07 5.94 525,891 5.56 491,482 
2001 82,136 0.88 4.82 395,604 5.50 451,670 
2002 72,672 0.86 4.81 349,614 5.57 404,908 
2003 64,758 0.85 4.99 323,167 5.87 379,830 
2004 78,768 1.14 5.45 429,460 4.76 375,013 
2005 60,431 1.07 5.15 311,011 4.80 290,349 
2006 49,350 1.13 5.43 267,782 4.81 237,525 
QUAIL 
1996 56,542 1.22 7.54 426,585 6.20 350,372 
1997 55,958 1.36 8.37 468,272 6.14 343,595 
1998 55,618 1.42 9.35 519,786 6.57 365,292 
1999 47,803 1.33 8.91 425,836 6.68 319,174 
2000 44,298 1.16 6.55 290,310 5.63 249,398 
2001 40,518 1.04 6.70 271,536 6.47 262,270 
2002 34,124 1.13 6.83 233,181 6.06 206,640 
2003 30,044 1.15 6.80 204,236 5.91 177,617 
2004 38,913 1.22 6.77 263,293 5.55 216,064 
2005 29,983 1.44 8.16 244,521 5.67 170,108 
2006 24,918 1.48 7.95 198,207 5.38 133,972 
PHEASANT 
1996 77,069 0.57 3.08 237,382 5.42 417,367 
1997 66,734 0.57 3.23 215,326 5.70 380,459 
1998 68,149 0.52 2.77 188,740 5.29 360,486 
1999 54,469 0.48 2.54 138,368 5.24 285,517 
2000 53,375 0.62 3.22 171,639 5.17 275,950 
2001 59,050 0.53 2.68 158,304 5.03 297,292 
2002 50,080 0.52 2.84 142,026 5.46 273,625 
2003 50,592 0.66 3.60 181,976 5.42 274,287 
2004 55,075 0.67 3.63 200,059 5.44 299,696 
2005 44,430 0.67 3.31 146,961 4.93 218,888 
2006 38,509 0.72 3.08 118,763 4.26 164,067 
DOVE 
1996 67,756 3.57 18.43 1,248,586 5.17 350,277 
1997 77,132 4.31 19.89 1,534,030 4.62 355,977 
1998 61,798 4.11 19.31 1,193,380 4.69 290,020 
1999 58,209 3.98 17.56 1,022,235 4.41 256,575 
2000 61,367 4.54 19.84 1,217,324 4.37 268,093 
2001 59,207 3.77 17.93 1,061,802 4.76 281,587 
2002 58,295 4.03 18.29 1,066,379 4.54 264,620 
2003 54,172 4.84 23.53 1,274,765 4.86 263,390 
2004 78,455 5.13 23.65 1,855,135 4.61 361,989 
2005 63,383 4.89 23.35 1,479,709 4.78 302,777 
2006 60,514 5.81 24.07 1,456,542 4.14 250,631 
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Table 33 - continued. 
Species and 
Seasons 
Estimated 
Total 
Hunters 
Average 
Daily  
Bag 
Average 
Season Bag 
Estimated 
Total 
Harvest 
Average 
Days 
Hunting 
Estimated 
Total Days 
Hunting 
GRAY PARTRIDGE 
1996 665 1.37 3.71 2,471 2.71 1,806 
1997 189 0.15 1.00 189 6.50 1,229 
1998 944 0.13 1.18 1,116 8.82 8,326 
1999 650 0.18 0.75 488 4.25 2,764 
2000 271 1.25 2.50 677 2.00 542 
2001 471 0.14 0.67 314 4.67 2,199 
2002 158 0.00 0.00 0 1.00 158 
2003 623 0.44 1.00 623 2.25 1,401 
2004 0 0.00 0.00 0 0.00 0 
2005 311 0.43 3.00 932 7.00 2,175 
2006 485 0.50 1.33 647 2.67 1,294 
WOODCOCK 
1996 2,661 0.30 1.96 5,227 6.50 17,295 
1997 1,701 0.76 2.33 3,970 3.06 5,199 
1998 1,974 0.68 2.09 4,120 3.09 6,094 
1999 2,114 0.46 2.38 5,040 5.15 10,894 
2000 1,355 0.43 1.70 2,303 4.00 5,419 
2001 1,570 0.53 2.40 3,769 4.50 7,067 
2002 1,738 0.15 0.73 1,264 4.82 8,373 
2003 1,090 0.41 1.57 1,712 3.86 4,203 
2004 1,569 0.44 1.10 1,726 2.50 3,923 
2005 621 0.83 1.25 777 1.50 932 
2006 1,133 0.25 0.43 485 1.71 1,942 
FOX SQUIRREL 
1996 91,703 1.32 8.05 738,280 6.08 557,820 
1997 85,166 1.39 7.22 615,162 5.18 441,238 
1998 82,998 1.13 9.48 786,460 8.40 697,111 
1999 83,411 1.14 7.28 607,618 6.39 532,986 
2001 68,316 1.00 8.19 559,562 8.21 560,975 
2002 63,667 1.09 7.56 481,213 6.95 442,508 
2003 62,267 1.16 7.59 472,608 6.55 407,539 
2004 77,356 1.27 9.15 707,660 7.21 557,498 
2005 57,169 1.12 6.94 396,764 6.22 355,441 
2006 55,336 1.05 8.36 462,430 7.96 440,425 
GRAY SQUIRREL 
1996 65,380 1.46 8.93 583,858 6.13 400,642 
1997 60,779 1.31 7.46 453,432 5.70 346,620 
1998 60,682 1.07 8.92 541,416 8.31 504,080 
1999 56,095 0.90 6.35 356,083 7.05 395,268 
2001 54,182 1.11 9.17 496,900 8.26 447,273 
2002 49,606 1.15 8.96 444,719 7.78 385,792 
2003 51,059 1.32 8.96 457,664 6.80 346,984 
2004 64,490 1.62 11.98 772,306 7.40 477,003 
2005 48,314 1.44 9.48 457,816 6.58 317,846 
2006 48,864 1.52 13.42 655,945 8.80 430,070 
SQUIRRELS a (FOX & GRAY) 
2000 96,048 1.47 11.71 1,125,070 7.96 764,316 
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Table 33 - continued. 
Species and 
Seasons 
Estimated 
Total 
Hunters 
Average 
Daily  
Bag 
Average 
Season Bag 
Estimated 
Total 
Harvest 
Average 
Days 
Hunting 
Estimated 
Total Days 
Hunting 
RACCOON 
1996 19,861 1.66 20.05 398,267 12.05 239,283 
1997 24,482 1.51 23.19 567,711 15.33 375,260 
1998 16,308 1.33 17.96 292,852 13.53 220,669 
1999 15,447 1.26 17.88 276,249 14.17 218,853 
2000 15,985 1.26 16.66 266,332 13.19 210,790 
2001 16,176 1.24 20.73 335,297 16.75 270,908 
2002 13,428 1.24 17.81 239,185 14.36 192,896 
2003 11,675 1.25 19.39 226,341 15.53 181,353 
2004 12,867 1.42 20.26 260,626 14.32 184,211 
2005 11,807 1.40 19.32 228,054 13.83 163,273 
2006 8,252 1.19 12.20 100,641 10.27 84,784 
RED FOX 
1996 3,611 0.10 0.66 2,376 6.79 24,517 
1997 3,308 0.08 1.11 3,686 13.74 45,466 
1998 3,176 0.11 1.38 4,377 12.19 38,709 
1999 3,089 0.12 1.00 3,089 8.68 26,828 
2000 4,200 0.18 1.61 6,773 8.84 37,119 
2001 2,827 0.04 0.33 942 7.44 21,044 
2002 2,528 0.08 1.50 3,792 19.00 48,027 
2003 1,712 0.22 1.91 3,269 8.82 15,100 
2004 3,295 0.07 0.48 1,569 6.48 21,340 
2005 2,175 0.07 0.50 1,087 7.14 15,535 
2006 1,780 0.19 0.91 1,618 4.82 8,576 
GRAY FOX 
1996 1,520 0.00 0.00 0 5.94 9,028 
1997 1,418 0.18 3.60 5,104 19.80 28,074 
1998 1,631 0.03 0.37 601 13.00 21,200 
1999 813 0.00 0.00 0 6.20 5,040 
2000 813 0.00 0.00 0 10.50 8,535 
2001 942 0.00 0.00 0 6.17 5,811 
2002 632 0.09 1.75 1,106 20.25 12,797 
2003 778 0.05 0.60 467 11.40 8,873 
2004 2,040 0.10 0.69 1,412 6.85 13,965 
2005 1,087 0.00 0.00 0 10.57 11,496 
2006 647 0.38 2.00 1,294 5.25 3,398 
COYOTE 
1996 33,640 0.22 2.45 82,485 11.24 378,215 
1997 33,272 0.26 3.13 104,165 11.83 393,598 
1998 31,414 0.34 3.53 110,807 10.35 325,124 
1999 31,056 0.31 2.89 89,752 9.43 292,834 
2000 35,899 0.29 2.92 104,718 10.10 362,651 
2001 32,823 0.23 3.68 120,927 16.25 533,335 
2002 26,383 0.25 2.90 76,463 11.79 311,067 
2003 26,775 0.28 3.48 93,245 12.39 331,729 
2004 33,265 0.18 2.16 71,707 12.29 408,748 
2005 31,070 0.47 4.07 126,610 8.73 271,086 
2006 35,273 0.24 1.71 60,190 7.21 254,191 
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Table 33 - continued. 
Species and 
Seasons 
Estimated 
Total 
Hunters 
Average 
Daily 
Bag 
Average 
Season Bag 
Estimated 
Total 
Harvest 
Average 
Days 
Hunting 
Estimated 
Total Days 
Hunting 
OPOSSUM 
1996 4,466 0.31 3.79 16,915 12.15 54,262 
1997 5,955 0.57 5.90 35,163 10.38 61,819 
1998 2,918 0.39 4.41 12,875 11.18 32,615 
1999 2,276 0.53 5.29 12,032 9.93 22,601 
2000 3,387 0.26 3.08 10,431 11.80 39,963 
2001 2,984 0.66 2.95 8,795 4.47 13,349 
2002 3,160 0.42 3.95 12,481 9.30 29,385 
2003 778 0.50 3.40 2,646 6.80 5,293 
2004 2,824 0.49 5.94 16,789 12.11 34,206 
2005 2,952 0.43 6.16 18,176 14.26 42,100 
2006 1,618 0.48 7.10 11,488 14.80 23,947 
a For the year 2000 fox squirrel harvest was 628,576 (55.9%) and gray squirrel harvest was 496,494 (44.1%). 
 
 
Table 34.  Percent change in statewide harvest by species for 1, 5 and 10 year time periods, from the 2006-2007 Illinois 
Hunter Harvest Survey. 
  % Change % Change % Change 
Species 2005 Estimated Harvest 1 Year a 5 Years a 10 Years a 
Rabbit 267,782 -14 -32 -49 
Quail 198,207 -19 -27 -54 
Pheasant 118,763 -19 -25 -50 
Dove 1,456,542 -2 37 17 
Gray Partridge 647 -31 106 -74 
Woodcock 485 -38 -87 -91 
Fox Squirrel 462,430 17 -17 -37 
Gray Squirrel 655,945 43 32 12 
Raccoon 100,641 -56 -70 -75 
Red Fox 1,618 49 72 -32 
Gray Fox 1,294 --- --- --- 
Coyote 60,190 -52 -50 -27 
Opossum 11,488 -37 31 -32 
a From 2005, 2001, and 1996, respectively;  see also Table 33. 
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Table 35.  Days hunted and harvest on licensed shooting preserves or controlled hunting areas in 
Illinois between February 1, 2006 and January 31, 2007.  Data reported by respondents to the 2006-
2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey. 
 
Species n Days Hunted x days Harvest x harvest 
Quail 64 223 3.48 996 15.56 
Pheasant 262 958 3.66 2165 8.26 
Doves 44 120 2.73 553 12.57 
Gray (Hungarian) Partridge 4 5 1.25 13 3.25 
Chuckar Partridge 33 76 2.30 230 6.97 
Turkey 21 110 5.24 5 0.24 
 
 
Table 36.  Counties in which resident hunters hunted in controlled hunting areas or shooting preserves, 
as reported by respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 428). 
 
County n %   County n %  
Adams 3 0.7%  LaSalle 8 1.9% 
Alexander 1 0.2%  Lee 10 2.3% 
Boone 2 0.5%  Livingston 1 0.2% 
Bureau 8 1.9%  Logan 3 0.7% 
Brown 1 0.2%  McHenry 20 4.7% 
Carroll 6 1.4%  McLean 7 1.6% 
Cass 13 3.0%  Macoupin 4 0.9% 
Champaign 2 0.5%  Madison 3 0.7% 
Clay 2 0.5%  Marion 1 0.2% 
Clinton 17 4.0%  Mason 5 1.2% 
Coles 6 1.4%  Menard 9 2.1% 
Cook 1 0.2%  Mercer 2 0.5% 
Cumberland 3 0.7%  Montgomery 4 0.9% 
De Kalb 2 0.5%  Ogle 4 0.9% 
De Witt 3 0.7%  Peoria 2 0.5% 
Du Page 1 0.2%  Perry 2 0.5% 
Fayette 10 2.3%  Pike 1 0.2% 
Ford 2 0.5%  Pope 1 0.2% 
Franklin 9 2.1%  Pulaski 1 0.2% 
Fulton 7 1.6%  Randolph 5 1.2% 
Green 2 0.5%  Richland 1 0.2% 
Grundy 14 3.3%  St. Clair 7 1.6% 
Hamilton 6 1.4%  Schuyler 1 0.2% 
Henderson 1 0.2%  Shelby 2 0.5% 
Henry 6 1.4%  Stephenson 5 1.2% 
Iroquois 5 1.2%  Tazewell 11 2.6% 
Jasper  3 0.7%  Vermilion 2 0.5% 
Jefferson 4 0.9%  Wabash 1 0.2% 
Jersey 7 1.6%  Washington 4 0.9% 
Johnson 4 0.9%  Wayne 1 0.2% 
Kane 8 1.9%  Whiteside 3 0.7% 
Kankakee 16 3.7%  Will 41 9.6% 
Kendall 10 2.3%  Winnebago 4 0.9% 
Lake 11 2.6%  Unknown 56 13.1% 
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Table 37. Difficulty encountered in finding a place to hunt in the specified hunting season.  Data as 
reported by respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey. 
 
 
Very difficult  
Somewhat 
difficult  
Not at all 
difficult 
 
Season n n %  n %  n %  
Deer hunting 1,286 192 14.9%  279 21.7%  815 63.4%  
Small game hunting 721 105 14.6%  174 24.1%  442 61.3%  
Upland bird hunting 625 177 28.3%  190 30.4%  258 41.3%  
Turkey hunting  713 138 19.4%  176 24.7%  399 56.0%  
Dove hunting 513 92 17.9%  134 26.1%  287 55.9%  
Waterfowl hunting 435 124 28.5%  117 26.9%  194 44.6%  
Furbearer hunting 212 43 20.3%  41 19.3%  128 60.4%  
 
Table 38. Other states in which upland game were hunted by respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois 
Hunter Harvest Survey (n = 153). 
 
State n % State n % 
Wisconsin 30 19.6% Texas 3 2.0% 
South Dakota 29 19.0% Colorado 2 1.3% 
Iowa 20 13.1% Kentucky 2 1.3% 
Missouri 17 11.1% Pennsylvania 2 1.3% 
Michigan 11 7.2% Canada 2 1.3% 
North Dakota 10 6.5% Alabama 1 0.07% 
Indiana 5 3.3% Georgia 1 0.07% 
Minnesota 5 3.3% Montana 1 0.07% 
Nebraska 4 2.6% Ohio 1 0.07% 
Kansas 3 2.0% Oregon 1 0.07% 
Tennessee 3 2.0%    
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Table 39. Counties hunted by deer hunting respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest 
Survey (n=2,217). 
 Hunters 
County Firearm  Muzzleloader Archery 
Late 
Winter  Total  
% 
Total 
Adams  10 1 7 4 22 1.0% 
Alexander 1 2 1 0 4 0.2% 
Bond 11 3 6 6 26 1.2% 
Boone 0 0 0 0 0 0.0% 
Brown 14 2 6 5 27 1.2% 
Bureau 21 4 12 12 49 2.2% 
Calhoun 12 1 4 6 23 1.0% 
Carroll 9 2 5 2 18 0.8% 
Cass 8 1 2 0 11 0.5% 
Champaign  5 1 9 2 17 0.8% 
Christian 3 0 6 0 9 0.4% 
Clark  10 2 4 2 18 0.8% 
Clay 13 4 11 5 33 1.5% 
Clinton  14 3 7 8 32 1.4% 
Coles 10 5 4 1 20 0.9% 
Cook 4 0 3 0 7 0.3% 
Crawford 9 1 4 3 17 0.8% 
Cumberland  5 0 3 1 9 0.4% 
DeKalb 4 3 4 3 14 0.6% 
DeWitt 8 0 7 0 15 0.7% 
Douglas  3 0 3 0 6 0.3% 
DuPage 0 1 0 0 1 0.0% 
Edgar 8 4 7 4 23 1.0% 
Edwards 3 2 2 0 7 0.3% 
Effingham 0 0 6 3 9 0.4% 
Fayette 9 3 4 2 18 0.8% 
Ford 12 1 1 0 14 0.6% 
Franklin  13 3 11 6 33 1.5% 
Fulton  23 3 14 11 51 2.3% 
Gallatin  8 2 3 0 13 0.6% 
Greene 14 4 5 7 30 1.4% 
Grundy 9 1 10 0 20 0.9% 
Hamilton  10 1 7 3 21 0.9% 
Hancock 17 1 12 6 36 1.6% 
Hardin 10 4 4 0 18 0.8% 
Henderson  5 0 0 1 6 0.3% 
Henry 4 1 7 1 13 0.6% 
Iroquois 5 5 9 0 19 0.9% 
Jackson  18 6 7 3 34 1.5% 
Jasper 14 5 11 7 37 1.7% 
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Table 39 - continued 
 Hunters 
County Firearm Muzzleloader Archery
Late 
Winter Total 
% 
Total 
Jefferson  14 2 8 4 28 1.3% 
Jersey  12 4 11 5 32 1.4% 
JoDaviess 33 6 19 20 78 3.5% 
Johnson 21 1 9 4 35 1.6% 
Kane 3 1 1 1 6 0.3% 
Kankakee  4 1 2 0 7 0.3% 
Kendall  2 0 6 1 9 0.4% 
Knox 6 2 7 2 17 0.8% 
Lake  2 0 7 0 9 0.4% 
LaSalle 12 2 8 4 26 1.2% 
Lawrence  5 0 2 2 9 0.4% 
Lee 10 4 5 6 25 1.1% 
Livingston  6 1 5 0 12 0.5% 
Logan  3 1 1 0 5 0.2% 
McDonough 10 3 5 2 20 0.9% 
McHenry 11 1 9 8 29 1.3% 
McLean  8 4 6 7 25 1.1% 
Macon  4 4 5 0 13 0.6% 
Macoupin 23 4 15 9 51 2.3% 
Madison  17 4 17 5 43 1.9% 
Marion  19 4 20 4 47 2.1% 
Marshall  4 0 4 0 8 0.4% 
Mason 7 3 5 0 15 0.7% 
Massac 5 0 5 1 11 0.5% 
Menard 7 2 6 2 17 0.8% 
Mercer 10 0 5 6 21 0.9% 
Monroe  13 2 8 3 26 1.2% 
Montgomery  10 1 7 2 20 0.9% 
Morgan 7 3 6 3 19 0.9% 
Moultrie  8 0 9 0 17 0.8% 
Ogle 13 2 8 9 32 1.4% 
Peoria  15 0 12 3 30 1.4% 
Perry 15 4 10 5 34 1.5% 
Piatt 1 1 1 0 3 0.1% 
Pike 31 4 19 14 68 3.1% 
Pope 20 2 4 2 28 1.3% 
Pulaski 9 1 0 1 11 0.5% 
Putnam 8 1 2 0 11 0.5% 
Randolph  25 2 20 11 58 2.6% 
Richland  10 2 5 5 22 1.0% 
Rock Island  13 5 13 5 36 1.6% 
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Table 39 - continued 
 
 Hunters 
County Firearm Muzzleloader Archery
Late 
Winter Total 
% 
Total 
St. Clair 17 2 13 5 37 1.7% 
Saline 13 3 5 7 28 1.3% 
Sangamon  8 3 7 5 23 1.0% 
Schuyler 11 3 5 3 22 1.0% 
Scott 2 0 3 2 7 0.3% 
Shelby  17 4 6 5 32 1.4% 
Stark 2 0 0 0 2 0.1% 
Stephenson 9 2 5 2 18 0.8% 
Tazewell 8 2 7 5 22 1.0% 
Union  10 4 4 2 20 0.9% 
Vermilion 10 0 9 3 22 1.0% 
Wabash  5 0 3 1 9 0.4% 
Warren  5 2 4 2 13 0.6% 
Washington  10 1 2 1 14 0.6% 
Wayne  18 4 8 9 39 1.8% 
White 6 2 4 4 16 0.7% 
Whiteside 9 2 3 3 17 0.8% 
Will 11 1 17 0 29 1.3% 
Williamson 12 2 9 4 27 1.2% 
Winnebago 10 1 4 4 19 0.9% 
Woodford 4 0 3 1 8 0.4% 
 
Table 40.  Days hunted and deer harvested during the 2006-2007 deer seasons in Illinois by 
respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey. 
 
  
            Days Hunted 
 Deer  
Harvested 
Season n  Total 
Days/ 
Hunter   Total
Harvest/ 
Hunter 
Archery 676 15,084 22.3 547 0.81 
Regular Firearm 1013 4,231 4.18 862 0.85 
Muzzleloader  206 487 2.36 79 0.38 
Late Winter 
Fi
346 731 2.11 104 0.30 
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Table 41.  Types of deer harvested by resident deer hunters during the 2006-2007 deer seasons in 
Illinois, as reported in the 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey. 
 
 
n Harvest
% Total 
Harvest 
Harvest/ 
Hunter 
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 388 408 25.3% 0.18 
Bucks with <4 antler points per side 196 198 12.3% 0.09 
Does 590 712 44.1% 0.32 
Buck fawns 164 172 10.7% 0.08 
Doe fawns 117 123 7.6% 0.05 
 
Table 42.  Types of deer harvested in Illinois during each season by respondents to the 2006-2007 
Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey. 
 
Harvest
Harvest/ 
Hunter 
Harvest/ 
Day 
Regular Firearm (nhunter=1,013, ndays=4,231)    
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 256 0.25 0.06 
Bucks with <4 antler points per side 124 0.12 0.03 
Does 339 0.33 0.08 
Buck fawns 79 0.08 0.02 
Doe fawns 64 0.06 0.02 
Archery (nhunter=676, ndays=15,084)  
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 135 0.20 0.01 
Bucks with <4 antler points per side 59 0.09 0.004 
Does 259 0.38 0.02 
Buck fawns 65 0.10 0.004 
Doe fawns 45 0.07 0.003 
Muzzleloader Only (nhunter=206, ndays=487)  
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 14 0.07 0.03 
Bucks with <4 antler points per side 13 0.06 0.03 
Does 38 0.18 0.08 
Buck fawns 9 0.04 0.02 
Doe fawns 4 0.02 0.01 
Late-winter Antlerless (nhunter=346, ndays=731)  
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per sidea 3 0.01 0.004 
Bucks with <4 antler points per sidea 2 0.006 0.003 
Does 76 0.22 0.10 
Buck fawns 19 0.05 0.03 
Doe fawns 10 0.03 0.01 
a Not legal harvest during the given season 
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Table 43. Ratios of total harvest by season, as reported by respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter 
Harvest Survey.  Male deer included all adult and fawn bucks.  Female deer included all adult and fawn 
does.  Antlered deer included all bucks with antlers.  Antlerless deer included adult does and buck and 
doe fawns. 
        Harvest ratio   
Season n 
Male: 
Female 
Antlered: 
Antlerless  
Archery 1,013 0.85 0.53 
Regular Firearm 676 1.14 0.79 
Muzzleloader  206 0.86 0.53 
  
  
Table 44. Acres of land leased by resident deer hunting respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter 
Harvest Survey (n=72). 
 
Number of acres n % 
0-40 acres 11 15.3% 
41- 100 acres 18 25.0% 
101-250 acres 27 37.5% 
251-500 acres 12 16.7% 
501-1000 acres 3 4.2% 
1001-2000 acres 0 0.0% 
More than 2000 acres 1 1.4% 
 
Table 45. Number of hunters allowed to access leased deer hunting lands, as reported by respondents to 
the 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey (n=73). 
 
Number of hunters  n % 
1 hunter 9 12.3% 
2 hunters 10 13.7% 
3 hunters 11 15.1% 
4 hunters 12 16.4% 
5 hunters 5 6.8% 
6 hunters 11 15.1% 
7-10 hunters  6 8.2% 
More than 10 hunters 9 12.3% 
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Table 46. Comparison of harvest and harvest rates among resident deer hunters who a) leased land and 
b) who did not lease land.  Data are from the 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey. 
 a) Leased land     
 
Harvest
Harvest/ 
Hunter 
Harvest/ 
Day 
Regular Firearm (nhunter=64, ndays=287)    
Total 54 0.84 0.19 
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 14 0.22 0.05 
Bucks with <4 antler points per side 2 0.03 0.007 
Does 27 0.42 0.09 
Buck fawns 6 0.09 0.02 
Doe fawns 5 0.08 0.02 
Archery (nhunter=55, ndays=1,358)    
Total 60 1.09 0.04 
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 17 0.31 0.01 
Bucks with <4 antler points per side 8 0.15 0.006 
Does 27 0.49 0.02 
Buck fawns 5 0.09 0.004 
Doe fawns 3 0.05 0.002 
 
b) No lease 
 
 Harvest
Harvest/ 
Hunter 
Harvest/ 
Day 
Regular Firearm (nhunter=896, ndays=3,718)    
Total  757 0.84 0.20 
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 225 0.25 0.06 
Bucks with <4 antler points per side 109 0.12 0.03 
Does 292 0.33 0.08 
Buck fawns 71 0.08 0.02 
Doe fawns 60 0.07 0.02 
Archery (nhunter=585, ndays=12,936)    
Total 483 0.83 0.04 
Bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 115 0.20 0.009 
Bucks with <4 antler points per side 55 0.09 0.004 
Does 219 0.37 0.02 
Buck fawns 57 0.10 0.004 
Doe fawns 37 0.06 0.003 
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Table 47.  Willingness of respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey to harvest 
different types of deer in Illinois. 
 
1 deer of 
 this type 
 >1 deer of  
this type 
 0 deer of 
 this type 
 I am not 
sure. 
I am willing to 
harvest… n %  n %  n %  n % 
Buck with ≥4 antler 
points per side 
568 47.1%  487 40.3%  94 7.8%  58 4.8% 
Buck with <4 antler 
points per side 
434 37.8%  354 30.8%  278 24.2%  83 7.2% 
Doe 406 33.3%  743 60.9%  44 3.6%  27 2.2% 
Buck fawn 158 14.4%  178 16.3%  639 58.4%  119 10.9% 
Doe fawn 186 16.8%  304 27.4%  512 46.2%  106 9.6% 
 
Table 48.  At what point during the season respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest 
Survey are willing to harvest deer of different types in Illinois. 
anytime 
during the 
season 
 25% of 
season has 
passed 
 75% of 
season has 
passed 
 
at no time 
 
I am not 
sure. 
I will harvest this 
deer … n %  n %  n %  n % n % 
Buck with ≥4 antler 
points per side 
993 81.9%  34 2.8%  79 6.5%  70 4.0% 36 3.0%
Buck with <4 antler 
points per side 
649 55.5%  66 5.6%  138 11.8%  259 22.2% 57 4.9%
Doe 958 78.2%  84 6.9%  135 11.0%  23 1.9% 25 2.0%
Buck fawn 249 22.3%  28 2.5%  125 11.2%  626 56.1% 87 7.8%
Doe fawn 346 30.9%  41 3.7%  150 13.4%  504 45.0% 80 7.1%
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Table 49. Harvest restrictions faced by resident deer hunters in Illinois (n=254).  Data from the 2006-
2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey.   
 
Harvest restriction  n % 
No harvest of bucks with <4 antler points per side 76 30.0% 
No harvest of buck fawns 58 22.8% 
No harvest of any fawns 45 17.7% 
Must harvest doe before buck 38 15.0% 
Other restrictions 18 7.1% 
No harvest of bucks with ≥4 antler points per side 14 5.5% 
No harvest of any does 5 2.0% 
 
 
Table 50.  Importance- Performance table of characteristics of Illinois deer hunts based on responses to 
the 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey.  Importance was measured on a 3-point scale where 1= 
very important, 2= somewhat important and 3= not at all important.  Performance was measured on a 
3-point scale where 1= exceeded my expectations, 2= met my expectations and 3=below my 
expectations.  Importance and performance were classified as high if x ≤ 2.0.  Importance and 
performance were classified as low if x > 2.0. 
 
  Importance 
  High Low 
H
ig
h  
 
Pe
rf
or
m
an
ce
 
Lo
w
 
Number of deer seen 
Number of trophy deer seen 
Access to private hunting land 
Number of other hunters seen 
Quality of the deer herd 
Access to public hunting land 
Number of deer harvested 
Opportunity to harvest deer 
Opportunity to harvest trophy deer 
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Appendix A.  2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey instrument and results summary.  
 
 
Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey:  
2006-2007 Seasons 
Results Summary 
                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION! 
All of your responses will be kept confidential.   
Please return this survey in the postage-paid return envelope provided. 
 
 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Wildlife Resources 
and 
Illinois Natural History Survey 
 
The Department of Natural Resources is requesting disclosure of information that is necessary to accomplish the statutory  
purpose as outlined under the Illinois Compiled Statutes, The Wildlife Code, Chapter 520.  Disclosure of information is 
voluntary.  This study is funded by the federal Wildlife Restoration Fund through your purchase of hunting arms and 
ammunition. 
 
Your comments are welcome!  Please write them on a 
separate sheet of paper to receive proper attention. 
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Hunting Activity and Harvest in Illinois.  Please provide the following information to allow IDNR 
biologists to monitor game species harvest and conserve wildlife populations in Illinois. 
 
1.  Did you hunt any wildlife species in Illinois between February 2006 and January 2007?   
n = 1,744 
89.0% Yes   
11.0% No (Please skip to question 3.) 
 
2. Please report your hunting effort and harvest in Illinois for the following species during the last 
hunting season (February 1, 2006-January 31, 2007).  Include only game harvested and days you 
personally hunted in Illinois.  Count only game you retrieved; do not count animals you were not 
able to retrieve or animals that were trapped.  Do not count days hunted or harvest on licensed 
shooting preserves or controlled hunting areas.  Count part of 1 day as 1 day.   
 
Species n 
Average Number 
of  
Days Hunted 
Average 
Number 
Harvested  
County Hunted 
Most Often 
Rabbit 305 4.8 5.4  
Quail 154 5.4 8.0  
Pheasant 238 4.3 3.1  
Dove 374 4.1 24.1  
Gray (Hungarian) Partridge 3 2.7 1.3  
Woodcock 7 1.7 0.4  
Snipe 3 1.7 3.0  
Rail 2 2.0 6.0  
Crow 39 3.2 8.6  
Ground Hog (Woodchuck) 20 7.7 4.3  
Gray Squirrel 302 8.8 13.4  
Fox Squirrel 342 8.0 8.4  
Turkey – Spring  543 4.5 0.6  
Turkey – Fall Shotgun 100 2.6 0.5  
Turkey – Fall Archery 157 16.8 0.1  
Deer – Regular Firearm Season 1013 4.1 0.9  
Deer – Muzzleloader-Only 206 2.4 0.4  
Deer – Archery Season 676 22.3 0.8  
Deer – Late Winter Firearm 346 2.1 0.3  
Raccoon 51 10.3 12.2  
Red Fox 11 4.8 0.9  
Gray Fox 4 5.3 2.0  
Coyote 218 7.2 1.7  
Opossum 10 14.8 7.1  
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3. Did you hunt on a licensed shooting preserve or controlled hunting area between February 2006 and 
January 2007?  n = 1,744 
 
19.6% Yes 
80.4% No (Please skip to question 5.) 
 
4. Please report your hunting effort and harvest on licensed shooting preserves or controlled hunting 
areas in Illinois between February 1, 2006 and January 31, 2007 for the following species.  Include 
only game harvested and days you personally hunted in Illinois.  Count only game you retrieved; do 
not count animals you were not able to retrieve.  Count part of 1 day as 1 day.   
 
Species 
n Average  
Days Hunted 
Average  
Harvest 
County Hunted 
Most Often 
Quail 64 3.5 15.6 See Table 36 
  Pheasant 262 3.7 8.3 See Table 36 
  Doves 44 2.7 12.6 See Table 36 
  Gray (Hungarian) Partridge 4 1.3 3.3 See Table 36 
  Chuckar Partridge 33 2.3 7.0 See Table 36 
Turkey 21 5.2 0.2 See Table 36 
 
 
5. Do you own a dog which you use to hunt upland game (pheasants, quail, partridge, etc.)? (Please 
check one.) n = 1,717 
 
        17.4% Yes 
 82.6% No 
 
6. Where did you purchase your 2006 hunting license or habitat stamp? (Please check one.)  
      n = 1,729 
  5.4% DNR regional or central office 
34.0%  Chain retail store (e.g. Wal-mart, Dick’s SportingGoods) 
27.8%  Independent retail store (e.g. local bait shop, local grocery) 
31.8%  IDNR website 
  0.2%  Over the phone 
  0.9%  Other (Please indicate.___________________________) 
 
 
7. Did you encounter any problems purchasing your 2006 hunting license or habitat stamp? (Please 
check one.)  n = 1,729 
  
  7.7% Yes 
92.3% No (Please skip to question 9.) 
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8. Please describe any problems you encountered while purchasing your hunting license or habitat 
stamp in the space below.  n = 119 
 
14.3%  Staff at store were not familiar with new licensing computer system 
10.9%  DNR software was slow and not easy to navigate 
10.1%  Confusion with laws and procedures, retailers could not answer questions 
10.1%  Machine malfunction, system would not work at the store 
  6.7%  Could not get license to print 
  5.9%  Store was out of stamps 
  5.0%  Was disconnected from the website 
37.0%  44 miscellaneous answers 
 
9.  Who owned the land on which you hunted during 2006-2007? (Please check all that apply.)  n = 
2,197 
18.4%  I hunted on public land.  
18.1%    I hunted on private land I own.  
51.0%   I hunted on  private land owned by a friend or family member.  
  4.8%    I hunted on  private land owned by a person I did not know.   
  4.3%    I hunted on private land I leased. 
  1.2%    I hunted on  private land I hired an outfitter to access. 
  2.4%  Other (Please indicate ________________________) 
 
 
10. How difficult was it for you to find a place to hunt in Illinois during each of the following seasons? 
(Please check one for each season.) 
            Season  
n 
Very 
difficult 
Somewhat 
difficult 
Not at all 
difficult 
I did not hunt 
these species. 
a. Deer hunting                1,535 12.5% 18.2% 53.1% 16.2% 
b. Small game hunting       
(squirrel, rabbit, etc.)  
1,333 7.9% 13.1% 33.2% 45.9% 
c. Upland bird hunting        
(pheasant, partridge, quail, etc.)  
1,285 13.8% 14.8% 20.1% 51.4% 
d. Turkey hunting                1,314 10.5% 13.4% 30.4% 45.7% 
e. Dove hunting                   1,224 7.5% 10.9% 23.4% 58.1% 
f. Waterfowl hunting           1,214 10.2% 9.6% 16.0% 64.2% 
g. Furbearer hunting          
(fox, raccoon, etc.) 
1,114 3.9% 3.7% 11.5% 81.0% 
 
11. Did you lease any land on which you hunted in Illinois during 2006-2007? Please do not consider 
licensed shooting preserves or commercial hunt clubs. (Please check one.)  n =1,706 
  6.2% Yes 
93.8% No (Please skip to question 14.) 
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12. If you did lease land to hunt in Illinois, which species did your lease give you access to hunt? 
(Please check all that apply.)  n = 264 
 
24.6%  Deer  
18.2% Turkeys  
  9.8%   Small game (squirrel, rabbit, etc.)  
  9.8%   Upland birds (pheasant, partridge, quail, etc.)  
  9.1%   Doves  
12.9%   Waterfowl  
 3.8%     Furbearers (fox, raccoon, etc.) 
11.7%   All species I wanted to hunt  
 0.0%  Other (Please indicate.______________________________) 
 
 
13. If you did lease land to hunt in Illinois, how much money did you pay in leasing fees, in total? If 
you leased land individually, as opposed to part of a group of hunters, skip part b. 
 
 
a. I personally paid Ave. $797.90, to lease hunting land in Illinois.   
 n = 72    
 
 
b. My hunting party paid Ave. $2,478.01, in total, to lease hunting land in Illinois. 
 n = 68   
 
 
14.  Did you contract with an outfitter in Illinois during 2006-2007? Please do not consider licensed 
shooting preserves or commercial hunt clubs. (Please check one.)  n = 1,666 
  1.1% Yes 
98.9% No (Please skip to question 17.) 
 
15. If you did hire an outfitter to hunt in Illinois, which species did your outfitting services allow you to 
hunt? (Please check all that apply.)  n = 29 
31.0%  Deer  
17.2%   Turkeys  
  0.0%  Small game (squirrel, rabbit, etc.) 
24.1%   Upland birds (pheasant, partridge, quail, etc.)  
  3.5%   Doves  
 24.1%  Waterfowl  
   0.0%  Furbearers (fox, raccoon, etc.) 
   0.0%  All species I wanted to hunt 
   0.0%   Other (Please indicate.___________________) 
 
16.  If you paid outfitting fees to hunt in Illinois in 2006-2007, how much did you pay in outfitting 
fees, in total? If you shared costs with other hunters, please indicate only the amount you personally 
paid.  
 n = 17 
I paid Ave. $302.65 for outfitting services in Illinois. 
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Upland Game Hunting outside Illinois.  To better serve Illinois hunters, we are interested to learn 
how many resident hunters hunt upland game in other states and why they do so.  Please answer the 
following questions to help increase upland hunting opportunities in Illinois. 
 
17.  Did you hunt upland game (partridge, quail, woodcock, rabbits, doves or grouse) in a state other 
than Illinois in 2006-2007? (Please check one.)  n = 1,703 
  7.3% Yes 
 92.7% No (Please skip to question 22.) 
 
18. In which other states did you hunt upland game in 2006-2007?  n = 153 
See Table 38 _    ,                                , _____________ 
 
19. For which upland game species did you hunt in another state? (Please check all that apply.)  
n = 225 
38.7% Pheasants  8.0%     Doves                 
6.2%     Partridge   8.0%      Ruffed grouse     
14.7%  Quail          5.3%  Sharptail grouse  
12.9%  Rabbits       2.7%  Prairie chicken     
3.6%    Woodcock    0.0%    Other (Please indicate.______________) 
 
 
20. On what type of land did you hunt upland game in another state? (Please check all that apply.) 
 n = 170 
 
29.4% Public land 
5.9%   Private land I own  
45.3%  Private land on which I had permission to hunt 
5.9%     Private land which I leased to hunt  
10.0%      Private land leased by the state to provide open hunting access  
3.5%      Other (Please indicate.___________________) 
 
 
21. Which of the following items are the most important reasons you went to another state to hunt 
upland game during 2006-2007?  (Please check all that apply.)  n = 401 
 
16.0% I expected to harvest more animals in the state in which I hunted.  
8.5%      I was not able to hunt my preferred species in Illinois.) 
5.5%      I was not able to hunt any upland game in Illinois.  
14.0%  I have friends and/or family that hunt in the state in which I hunted.  
4.2%   I am a former resident of the stae in which I hunted. 
14.5%  I had access to private hunting lands in the state in which I hunted.  
11.2%  I had access to public (state or federal) hunting lands in the state in which I hunted.  
8.5%    Non-resident licenses were available and affordable in the state in which I hunted.  
15.5%  The upland game populations are larger in the state in which I hunted.  
2.2%      Other  (Please indicate.___________________) 
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Deer Hunting in Illinois.  Many Illinois hunters participate in deer hunting every year.  We are 
interested in learning about your motivations to hunt deer and your willingness to harvest different 
types of deer.  This information will help ensure the IDNR is able to effectively manage deer and 
provide satisfying deer hunting experiences in Illinois. 
 
22. Did you hunt deer in Illinois in 2006-2007? (Please check one.)  n = 1,723 
71.6% Yes   
 28.4% No   (Please skip to question 46.) 
 
 
 23. For how many years have you hunted deer in Illinois?  
  n = 1,249     Ave. = 19.59 years 
 
 
24. What type of deer did you harvest in Illinois during the 2006-2007 deer seasons? Report the total 
number of each type of deer you harvested during each season you hunted.  Skip any season in 
which you did not hunt deer in Illinois. (Please fill in the table below.) 
               Season N 
Adult bucks 
with ≥  4 antler 
points on 1 side 
Adult bucks 
with < 4 antler 
points on 1 side 
Adult 
does 
Buck 
fawns 
Doe 
 fawns 
Archery  676 n = 119 Ave.  0.20 
n = 58 
Ave.  0.09 
n = 185 
Ave.  0.38 
n = 59 
Ave.  0.10 
n = 42 
Ave.  0.07 
Regular firearm 1,013 n = 252 Ave.  0.25 
n = 123 
Ave.  0.12 
n = 302 
Ave.  0.33 
n = 77 
Ave.  0.08 
n = 61 
Ave.  0.06 
Muzzleloader only 206 n = 14 Ave.  0.07 
n = 13 
Ave.  0.06 
n = 33 
Ave.  0.18 
n = 9 
Ave.  0.04 
n = 4 
Ave.  0.02 
Late-winter antlerless 346 n = 3 Ave.  0.01 
n = 2 
Ave.  0.01 
n = 70 
Ave.  0.22 
n = 19 
Ave.  0.05 
n = 10 
Ave.  0.03 
 
 
25.  Please estimate how much your deer hunting trips in Illinois cost, in total (including license, 
outfitting or leasing fees, lodging, transportation, food, etc.).  If you shared costs with other hunters, 
please report only the portion you personally paid.   
 
      I spent Ave.  $381.90 (n = 1,119) to hunt deer in Illinois for Ave.  16.5 (n = 1,060) days during the 
2006-2007 deer seasons. 
 
 
26. On what type of land did you hunt in Illinois during the 2006-2007 deer seasons?   (Please check 
one for each season.) 
           Season  
 
n 
 
Private 
land only 
 
Public 
land only 
Both public 
and private 
land 
I did not hunt 
during this 
season. 
a. Archery                       959 61.5% 4.0% 11.7% 22.8% 
b. Regular firearm        1,153 80.8% 6.9%  4.1%    8.2% 
c. Muzzleloader only       741 31.2% 1.5% 0.7% 66.7% 
d. Late-winter antlerless 824 45.4% 2.2% 1.5% 51.0% 
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27. How difficult was it for you to find a place to hunt deer in Illinois during each of the following 
seasons? (Please check one for each season.) 
            Season  
 
n 
 
Very 
difficult 
 
Somewhat 
difficult 
 
Not at all 
difficult 
I did not hunt 
during this 
season. 
a. Archery                       986    9.6% 18.0% 49.2% 23.2% 
b. Regular firearm         1,143 12.6% 18.6% 60.5% 8.2% 
c. Muzzleloader only       801 5.7% 7.0% 22.5% 64.8% 
d. Late-winter antlerless   830 6.5% 9.8% 34.6% 49.2% 
 
 
28.  Who owned the land on which you hunted deer during the 2006-2007 deer seasons? (Please check all 
that apply.)  n = 1,536 
12.6% I hunted on public land.  
21.5%  I hunted on private land I own.  
57.8%  I hunted on private land owned by a friend or member of my family.  
 3.2%  I hunted on  private land owned by a person I did not previously know.  
 4.2%    I hunted on private land I leased.  
 0.2%    I hunted on  private land I hired an outfitter to access.  
 0.5%    Other (Please indicate.___________________)  
 
29. Did you lease any land on which you hunted deer in Illinois during the 2006-2007 deer seasons? 
(Please check one.)  n = 1,224 
  6.0% Yes   
94.0% No  (Please skip to question 36.) 
 
30. If you did lease land to hunt deer in Illinois, what type of compensation did you give the landowner 
in exchange for permission to hunt on the land? (Please check all that apply.)   
n = 103 
 8.7%  I did not pay for my lease in any way.  
60.2%  I paid the landowner money.  
16.5%  I worked on the land or for the landowner.  
12.6%  I gave the landowner venison.  
 1.9%  (Please indicate.___________________) 
 
31. If you did lease land to hunt deer in Illinois, during what hunting season was the lease in effect? 
(Please check all that apply.)  n = 133 
18.8% Archery season  
21.1%  Regular firearm season  
11.3% Muzzleloader only season  
 9.8%    Late-winter antlerless season   
37.6%  All deer hunting seasons in 2006-2007  
 1.5%  (Please indicate.___________________) 
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32.  If you did lease land to hunt deer in Illinois, what was the length of your lease? (Please check one.) 
  n = 73 
  0.0% One day 
  6.8%  A portion of the season for which I leased the land (more than 1 day)  
19.2%  The entire season for which I leased the land  
  9.6%  All deer hunting seasons in 2006-2007  
60.3%  One full year  
  4.1% (Please indicate.___________________)  
 
 
33.  If you did lease land to hunt deer in Illinois, how many total acres of land did your lease grant you 
permission to hunt?  n = 72 
 
    I leased  Ave. 237.7 acres of land to hunt deer in Illinois. 
 
 
34.  If you did lease land to hunt deer in Illinois, how many hunters (including yourself) had access to 
the land under your lease?  n = 73 
 
Ave. 5.5 hunters had access to my leased land during my lease period. 
 
 
35. If you did lease land to hunt deer in Illinois, how much money did you pay in leasing fees, in total? 
If you leased land individually, as opposed to part of a group of hunters, please skip part b. 
 
a. I personally paid Ave. $697.62 to lease hunting land in Illinois.  n = 53 
  
b. My hunting party paid Ave. $5,425.00, in total, to lease hunting land in Illinois.   
n = 46 
 
 
36. Would you be willing to pay money to lease land to hunt deer in Illinois in the future?  (Please 
check one.)  n = 1,222 
17.9% Yes  
54.4% No   
27.7% I am not sure.   
 
37.  Did you contract with an outfitter during any of your deer hunts in Illinois in 2006-2007?  (Please 
check one.)  n = 1,216   
  0.6% Yes      
99.4%  No  (Please skip to question 39.) 
 
38.  If you paid outfitting fees to hunt deer in Illinois in 2006-2007, how much did you pay in outfitting 
fees, in total? If you shared costs with other hunters, please indicate only the amount you personally 
paid. n = 3 
 
I paid Ave. $583.33 for outfitting services in Illinois. 
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39.  Did the owner or manager of the land you hunted in Illinois during the 2006-2007 seasons require 
you to harvest deer according to some criteria (For example: no harvest of buck fawns, must 
harvest does, etc.)? (Please check one.)   n = 1,179 
 
13.1% Yes  
86.9% No    (Please skip to question 41.) 
 
40.  If you were required to harvest deer according to some criteria, what were those criteria?  
(Please check all that apply.)  n = 330 
 23.0% I was allowed to harvest any deer I was able or willing to harvest.  
 11.5% I was not allowed to harvest a buck until I had harvested a doe.  
 23.0% I was not allowed to harvest a buck with fewer than 4 antler points on 1 side.  
 4.2%   I was not allowed to harvest a buck with 4 or more antler points on 1 side.  
 17.6% I was not allowed to harvest a buck fawn.   
 13.6% I was not allowed to harvest a fawn of any sex.  
  1.5%  I was not allowed to harvest a doe of any age.  
  5.5%  Other (Please indicate._______________________)   
    
41.  How willing are you to harvest the following deer? (Please check one for each item.) 
 
  
 
n 
I am willing to 
harvest 1 deer of 
this type. 
I am willing to 
harvest more than 
1 deer of this type. 
I am unwilling to 
harvest a deer of 
this type. 
 
I am not 
sure. 
a. Adult buck with ≥  4 
antler points on 1 side 
1,207 47.1% 40.3% 7.8% 4.8% 
b. Adult buck with < 4 
antler points on 1 side 
1,149 37.8% 30.8% 24.2% 7.2% 
c. Buck fawn 1,094 14.4% 16.3% 58.4% 10.9% 
d. Doe fawn 1,108 16.8% 27.4% 46.2% 9.6% 
e. Adult doe 1,220 33.3% 60.9% 3.6% 2.2% 
      
 
  
42.  When are you willing to harvest the following deer? (Please check one for each item.) 
 
I would harvest an… 
 n 
any time 
during my 
season. 
when 25% of  
my season has 
passed. 
when 75% of  
my season has 
passed. 
I would not 
harvest this 
deer. 
I am not 
sure. 
       
a. adult buck with ≥  4 
antler points on 1 side 1,212 81.9% 2.8% 6.5% 5.8% 3.0% 
b. adult buck with < 4 
antler points on 1 side 1,169 55.5% 5.6% 11.8% 22.2% 4.9% 
c. buck fawn 1,115 22.3% 2.5% 11.2% 56.1% 7.8% 
d. doe fawn 1,121 30.9% 3.7% 13.4% 45.0% 7.1% 
e. adult doe 1,225 78.2% 6.9% 11.0% 1.9% 2.0% 
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43. Many parts of a deer hunt are important to hunters’ judgment of the quality of a hunt.  How 
important to you are the following characteristics of deer hunting and the deer herd in Illinois? 
(Please check one for each item.) 
  
n 
Very 
important 
Somewhat 
important 
Not at all 
important 
I am not 
sure. 
      
a. The number of deer I see 1,249 60.4% 35.1% 3.9% 0.6% 
b. The number of trophy deer I see 1,233 36.8% 41.0% 21.6% 0.6% 
c. My access to private hunting land 1,229 74.8% 14.9% 8.2% 2.1% 
d. My access to public hunting land  1,214 37.0% 26.6% 30.3% 6.1% 
e. The price of hunting licenses 1,232 43.3% 38.6% 16.7% 1.4% 
f. The availability of deer permits  1,240 75.9% 19.6% 3.8% 0.7% 
g. The number of hunters I see 1,234 54.5% 34.3% 9.2% 2.0% 
h. Length and structure of seasons 1,238 67.6% 28.1% 2.9% 1.4% 
i. The quality of the deer herd 1,242 80.8% 16.1% 2.4% 0.6% 
j.  The number of deer I harvest 1,217 23.7% 47.2% 27.7% 1.4% 
      
 
 
44. How did the following characteristics of your deer hunt in Illinois in 2006-2007 match the 
expectations you had prior to hunting in Illinois? (Please check one for each item.) 
 
  
n 
exceeded my 
expectations. 
met my 
expectations. 
was below my 
expectations. 
I am not 
sure. 
a. The number of deer I saw… 1,228 12.7% 53.4% 33.1% 0.8% 
b. The number of trophy deer I saw... 1,214 8.0% 29.7% 59.4% 3.0% 
c. My opportunity to harvest deer… 1,221 11.1% 58.6% 29.6% 0.8% 
d. My opportunity to harvest trophy 
deer… 
1,206 6.1% 27.9% 61.5% 4.5% 
e. The number of deer I harvested... 1,204 5.0% 50.3% 42.3% 2.4% 
f. My access to private land... 1,203 12.2% 61.3% 20.0% 6.4% 
g. My access to public land… 1,161 4.5% 41.6% 17.3% 36.6% 
h. The number of hunters I saw... 1,195 18.4% 59.1% 13.2% 9.3% 
i. The quality of the deer herd... 1,215 10.7% 59.3% 26.3% 3.7% 
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45.  How would you rate your overall deer hunting experience in Illinois in 2006-2007?  (Please check 
one.)  n = 1,250 
14.6%  Excellent 
25.3%   Above average 
38.1%   Average 
14.7%  Below average 
  6.6%  Poor 
  0.6%   I am not sure. 
 
Information about you.  The following questions provide important information to help us understand 
more about the people who hunt in Illinois. Please tell us about yourself by completing the following 
questions.  All responses will be kept confidential. 
 
46. As of October 1, 2006, what was your age?  n = 1,723   Ave. 49.9  
 
47. Please indicate your county of residence.  See Appendix G 
 
48. What is your approximate annual household income? (Please check one.)  n = 1,579 
 
 6.7%       Less than $20,000 per year 
18.3%  $20,000 to $39,999 per year 
24.2%  $40,000 to $59,999 per year 
17.4%  $60,000 to $79,999 per year 
12.4%    $80,000 to $99,999 per year 
13.4%  $100,000 to $149,999 per year 
  7.6%  Over $150,000 per year 
 
 
49. Are you  95.8% male or   4.2%  female? (Please check one.)  n = 1,744 
 
 
50.  How would you describe the area where you currently live?  (Please check one.)  n = 1,722 
 
15.4%  Rural setting, on a farm 
21.8%  Rural setting, not on a farm 
10.4%  Rural subdivision 
10.0%  Suburban area at the edge of a town or city 
25.7%  Within a small town (Population less than 25,000) 
10.3%  Within an urban area (Population between 25,000 and 100,000) 
  6.3%  Within a metropolitan area (Population greater than 100,000) 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND ASSISTANCE! 
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources receives federal assistance and therefore must comply with federal anti-discrimination laws.  In compliance with the Illinois 
Human Rights Act, the Illinois Constitution, Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act as amended, and the U.S. Constitution, the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, or disability.  If you believe you have been discriminated against in 
any program, activity, or facility, please contact the Equal Employment Opportunity Officer, Department of Natural Resources, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL 
62702-1271, (217) 782-7616 or the Officer of Human Resources, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, D.C. 20240. 
 
  58
Appendix B.  Cover letter that accompanied the first mailing of the 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter 
Harvest Survey. 
  
 
 
February 22, 2007 
 
Dear Illinois Hunter, 
 
I am writing to ask for your help in a study of Illinois hunters.  This study, jointly conducted by the 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources and the Illinois Natural History Survey, is an effort to learn 
about your hunting activities in Illinois and the factors that motivate hunters to take to Illinois forests 
and fields to hunt many varieties of game.  Results of this study will guide wildlife management 
decisions to optimize hunting opportunity, maintain or improve hunter satisfaction, and allow for 
effective management of Illinois’s game populations. 
 
You are part of a random sample of resident hunters we have selected to provide information about 
your hunting activities during the 2006-2007 hunting seasons in Illinois. Please take a few minutes to 
complete the enclosed questionnaire, even if you did not hunt in Illinois during the 2006-2007 season. 
Your responses are completely confidential and will not be associated in any way with your name or 
address.  While your response to this questionnaire and any of the questions is completely voluntary, 
you can help us effectively manage wildlife and hunting in Illinois by sharing your experiences and 
views.  We look forward to hearing from you soon.  Please return the questionnaire in the postage-paid 
envelope provided. 
 
If you have any questions or comments about this study, we would be happy to talk with you.  Please 
feel free to call Linda Campbell, Survey Administrator, at (217) 244-5121 or write her at the address 
listed below.  You may access the results of this and other studies of wildlife use in Illinois at 
http://www.inhs.uiuc.edu/cwpe/hd/.  You may also find information about Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources wildlife management programs and wildlife in Illinois at 
http://dnr.state.il.us/orc/wildliferesources/. 
 
Thank you very much for helping with this important study. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Stacy A. Lischka 
Human Dimensions Specialist 
Illinois Natural History Survey 
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Appendix C.  Reminder post card for 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest Survey. 
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Appendix D.  Cover letter that accompanied the second mailing of the 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter 
Harvest Survey. 
  
 
March 22, 2007 
 
Dear Illinois Hunter, 
 
A few weeks ago, we sent you a questionnaire asking about your hunting activities in Illinois during 
2006-2007.  To the best of our knowledge, the questionnaire has not yet been returned.  If this letter 
and your completed questionnaire have crossed in the mail, please accept our sincere thanks for your 
participation in this study! 
 
Your views are crucially important, even if you did not hunt in Illinois during 2006-2007.  The 
comments of hunters who have already responded show that Illinois hunters desire different types of 
hunting experiences and take to the field for many different reasons.  The results of this study will help 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources biologists make informed decisions about how to manage 
wildlife and hunting in Illinois.   
 
If you have not already done so, please take a few minutes to complete the enclosed questionnaire.  The 
enclosed questionnaire is a duplicate copy of the one you received earlier.  Your responses are 
completely confidential and will not be associated in any way with your name or address.  While your 
response to this questionnaire and any of the questions is completely voluntary, you can help us 
effectively manage game populations in Illinois by sharing your experiences and views.  We look 
forward to hearing from you soon.  Please return the questionnaire in the postage-paid envelope 
provided. 
 
If you have any questions or comments about this study, we would be happy to talk with you.  Please 
feel free to call Linda Campbell, Survey Administrator, at (217) 244-5121 or write her at the address 
listed below.  You may access the results of this and other studies of wildlife use in Illinois at 
http://www.inhs.uiuc.edu/cwpe/hd/.  You may also find information about Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources wildlife management programs and wildlife in Illinois at 
http://dnr.state.il.us/orc/wildliferesources/. 
 
Thank you very much for helping with this important study. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Stacy A. Lischka 
Human Dimensions Specialist 
Illinois Natural History Survey 
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Appendix E.  Season dates, bag limits and shooting hours for the 2006-2007 hunting seasons in 
Illinois. 
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Appendix F.  Map of IDNR Wildlife Management Units in Illinois. 
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Appendix G. Map of IDNR administrative regions for wildlife management in Illinois. 
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Appendix H.  County of residence for respondents to the 2006-2007 Illinois Hunter Harvest 
Survey (n= 1,744). 
 
County n County n County n 
Adams 21 Hardin 8 Morgan 20 
Alexander 2 Henderson 5 Moultrie 12 
Bond 14 Henry 22 Ogle 14 
Boone 3 Iroquois 13 Peoria 33 
Brown 7 Jackson 18 Perry 15 
Bureau 19 Jasper 14 Piatt 3 
Calhoun 7 Jefferson 23 Pike 14 
Carroll 5 Jersey 22 Pope 2 
Cass 9 JoDaviess 19 Pulaski 2 
Champaign 22 Johnson 14 Putnam 5 
Christian 4 Kane 23 Randolph 30 
Clark 4 Kankakee 9 Richland 5 
Clay 18 Kendall 12 Rock Island 35 
Clinton 22 Knox 8 St. Clair 62 
Coles 17 Lake 43 Saline 16 
Cook 119 LaSalle 28 Sangamon 49 
Crawford 11 Lawrence 5 Schuyler 6 
Cumberland 10 Lee 13 Scott 3 
DeKalb 14 Livingston 9 Shelby 13 
DeWitt 11 Logan 4 Stark 2 
Douglas 8 McDonough 13 Stephenson 13 
DuPage 46 McHenry 32 Tazewell 39 
Edgar 9 McLean 26 Union 8 
Edwards 5 Macon 19 Vermilion 20 
Effingham 28 Macoupin 31 Wabash 8 
Fayette 8 Madison 86 Warren 2 
Ford 1 Marion 20 Washington 6 
Franklin 21 Marshall 4 Wayne 10 
Fulton 19 Mason 8 White 9 
Gallatin 5 Massac 7 Whiteside 17 
Greene 11 Menard 9 Will 59 
Grundy 21 Mercer 8 Williamson 23 
Hamilton 5 Monroe 21 Winnebago 26 
Hancock 13 Montgomery 17 Woodford 11 
 
